DISCIPLING, LOVING, SERVING.

CHRISTMAS EDITION 2020

Dear friends,
As we come to the end of another busy year, the end of a disrupted year of Covid-19
challenges, I am reminded of the fact that in spite of the storm, the Lord is still in the
boat and He is the one who calms the storm, not us.
Leading up to Christmas we will be looking at the Breath of Life that changed the
world, the Christmas story from a prophetic perspective. We will explore how, in Luke
1 and 2, the plans and purposes of the Lord as they waited for the Messiah 2000 years
ago are unveiled.
In order to keep us all safe during the busy Festive Season we will have an online Christmas Day
celebration on Facebook Live at 9.30am in our homes. The service will be made available on our website
and YouTube afterwards. We will light a candle together to represent our unity and the birth of Christ as
the light of the world.

We will also have online services on the 13th, 20th, 27th December and the 3rd January at 9.30. We are
trusting to be back together again on Sunday 10th January (Covid-19 regulations dependent). Our offices
will be closed from the 16th December and will reopen on Wednesday, 6th January 2021.
Our planning for the first term of 2021 is done and we have really sensed that the Lord is leading us into
a season of re-imagining the church and its ministry. Debbie and I are excited to see how we will be
adapting to the challenges of this pandemic and will be carefully directed by the Lord as we move
forward. I had a prophetic word from the Lord on 22nd of September and part of it talks about a time
of harvest coming along with a new season of breath and authenticity.
We want to thank you all again for your ongoing prayers and financial support for the ministry. We
continue to give the Lord all the glory for what He continues to do among us.
The scripture that the Lord has given to me recently is Isaiah 43:1 -21. “Forget the former things; do not
dwell on the past. See I am doing a NEW THING! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
Wishing you and your family a wonderful Festive Season.

Blessings,
Peter

We are honoured that our GMC
worship team has been asked to lead
the Carols in the Botanical
Gardens on Monday, 21 Dec from 18:30.
Let’s join our community and share in the
GMC family spirit as we
worship and picnic together.

Children’s Church
Arlene leads our Children’s Church and has been involved with this ministry for many years.
We were delighted to get back to CC on Sunday mornings. CC has had a face lift and is
looking beautiful with walls and doors painted and new play areas created.
CC lessons and themes covered are in line with Pete’s sermons to be able to create family
unity and biblical understanding. CC offers age appropriate worship, a Bible story or ‘lesson’
followed by a fun craft or experiment that helps with the understanding of the topic.

Friday afternoons have been busy. We ran a kids club which was a 10 week
programme designed to feel like a camping outing where the kids learnt through games,
songs and activities about living God’s way.
Our Syferfontein outreach continues with up to 200 children being fed chicken pasta each
Saturday.
We were also amazed at the generosity of our congregation with the Love-in-the-Box
Christmas gift project and the littlies at Mickey Mouse Methodist Creche in Oudtshoorn had
smiles from ear to ear (under their masks) when they received their boxes. These might be the
only gifts they receive this festive season.
A huge thank you to each and everyone involved in the Children’s Church. From our beautiful
and fearless CC leaders to those volunteering, donating and loving our
kiddies. We couldn’t do it without you!

Arlene

I am excited and inspired by the growth I have seen in the Youth this year, not
only in numbers but in depth of their faith. There has also been a lot of activity
in the Youth House getting it cleaned and painted ready for next year.
We were so pleased to have been able to travel to Herold (near Oudtshoorn) and
offer our annual holiday programme to the community there. On the last day we
had over 50 kids running, playing, laughing and learning about Jesus.
My Leadership Track team has been incredible in their support and growth and
running a lot of the Thursday Night programme – thank you to each one of you!
On the Worship side, I am pleased that the Youth are getting involved in worship,
media and sound. I am also very excited that Tyler van Blerk will be joining me in
both Youth and Worship during his gap year in 2021.
Ryno

two3Oh! Young Adults
This year has been difficult for us all and figuring out
how to support each other and offer Godly guidance was especially challenging during lockdown. We enjoyed being able to
return back to our room in the Youth House and welcomed new faces who have quickly become valuable members of our group.
We enjoyed digging into the book of Mark and discovering more of Who Jesus Is. We are over the moon that Lindi and Marchelle
van Wyk have joined us as mentors – their wisdom and guidance is instrumental in our faith journey.
We celebrated the end of our year with a fun-filled festive Christmas party.
Thank you to my lovely group, to the people who helped throughout the year and to those who have kept us in prayer.
You are very much appreciated.
Kerri-Ann

It’s amazing that we are already now in December. Looking back over the past 9
months we are in awe at the kindness shown by our members. We have been able to bless those
less privileged and have been actively involved with the community. There may have been many
restrictions set out by the Covid-19 protocol, but these did not quell the spirit of kindness here at
GMC.
Some examples of your kindness:
Following on from Sally Versveld’s interview with Pete in August in which she mentioned 30% of
their youth are head of the household, the staff quickly responded with an initiative that lead to a
6 week programme to upskill. Six young people from Life Community Services came to GMC weekly
to take part in lessons in cooking, art, first aid and computer knowledge. Our thanks to Christy
Foord, Debbie Veysie, Sherry Butler and Ryan Shipton for leading the classes. The young people
interacted with the staff and became great friends during this time. They loved spending time
“chilling” in the church garden after their sessions and singing and dancing with Ryno and Arlene.

Knitted teddies and baby garments have been regularly distributed to Life Community Services as
well as Options Care Centre throughout this time.
A special thank you to Veronica Bruce and Margie Ball who have supplied us with frozen meals
which have been a Godsend for our friends who have not been able to cook for their families
during difficult times.
Many of our congregation have found comfort from the weekly phone calls and prayers from our
Prayer Team. We have seen so many answers to prayer during this difficult year. Thank you to our
special ladies who give of their time to pray, follow up and care for our congregation.
During our Society Quarterly Meeting, Debbie shared about her women’s groups and the beautiful
fellowship they share. She also spotlighted the activity of the church during lockdown, highlighting
the many groups that were able to meet in line with Covid-19 protocol who would not have been
able to meet elsewhere – Narrative Therapy, Precepts, Bible Studies, Home Groups, Ageless Grace,
Options trainings and more recently Carpe Musicam. She also thanked the staff for their
co-operation in all of the above.

We are so grateful to be part of a congregation that cares.
Wishing you
and your
loved ones a
safe and
beautiful festive season as
we celebrate
our Lord!
with love,
the GMC Staff

