
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are fast moving towards the end of another busy year and I must say that we are really thankful 
to the Lord that our church is active, alive and full of energy. We have had a wonderful year with the 
Believe series, Soul Stories and now Birth stories of Jesus and I really trust that it’s been helpful. 
 
As we plan for the new year of 2019,our theme from the Methodist Church is: 
“Shaping tomorrow today.” I am very aware of the need to have direction guided by the Lord and 
scripture for us as a church. 
 
As I was praying over the last few weeks, I very clearly received the scripture Isaiah 61:1 -7. It gives 
us 10 important things to focus on in all that we do. I want to list those for you and then find for  
yourselves how you can blend this into your plans for next year and the following five years. 
1.Annointed by the Holy Spirit to share The Good News. 
2. Bind up the broken hearted. 
3. Free those who are captive to addictive negative behaviour and those that are held captive by  
others in whatever form. 
4. Declare the year of the Lord’s favour. 
5. Comfort those who mourn. 
6. To enable people to see the beauty beneath and to give them a crown of beauty and not ashes 
and an understanding of joy in the Lord. 
7.To disciple train and equip others so that they have better understanding of being Oaks of  
righteousness and a planting of the Lord. 
8. To rebuild restore and renew our community, environment and youth, families and elderly. 
9. To be a priesthood of all believers actively involved in ministry and mission and to empower others 
to be committed to this. 
10. The final one is a promise that everlasting joy will be yours. 
 
This seems to be quite a long list but it really does cover all of the areas we are called to be and to 
do for the Lord and to be the church that Jesus prayed for. 
 
My prayer is that we will be a church shaping tomorrow today  
as an example of how to be the church and not just do church.  
We will be distributing our calendar once all the dates are in  
but we are in for another exciting but busy year. 
 
Blessings 
Peter 
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