
 

Session one: And God Created 

A Deeper life series 

Deeper with God and deeper with others 

With Peter Veysie 

15th January 2017 

8am 9.30 am and 6pm 

Genesis 1: 1 – 2:3 

Introduction 

I want to start by saying that towards the end of the last year I had a vision of a net over the whole of George. It was 

symbolic of the need for connections with others, care for people and building deeper relationship both with God 

and with others. I then began to ask of the Lord as to what he wanted me to teach on this year and the answer was 

simple – Tell them about who I Am. As Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

How do we go deeper in our relationship with the Lord? I believe it all starts at the beginning of this year with a 

commitment to a walk of love with the Lord and others. 

We are going to go on a journey through the story starting in Creation and then moving into how God builds family, 

leaders, covenant, priests, princesses, kings and prophets. Mostly how intentional He is about having a relationship 

with us. We start the 14 week journey today and I am trusting that this will be a deep time of transformation for us 

and an opportunity to commit to going deep. Connect groups will get notes as well to guide them through the 

process and as you can see each one of you has been given notes and spaces where you can fill in information this 

morning. If you miss out don’t worry as all of these messages will be on our website. 

1. So let’s start at the beginning: 

Home group work – Read the stories again and discuss them: Creation Stories (Genesis 

1,1 - 2,4 and Genesis 2,5 – 2,25 and Genesis 5 a genealogy). 

Were written by people who already believed in one God, Moses, who is ascribed as the author of the Pentateuch, 

the first five books of the bible and tells the story of Adam Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph  and their 

families. 

 

2. The 3 stories of Creation 1:1:2:4, 2 and Genesis 5 a genealogy of who he created over time. 



It is so profound for me that in the very beginning there is the presence of the Holy Spirit hovering over the waters. 

Without the breath of the Holy Spirit in everything that we are and everything that we do we have nothing. The 

power of this is enormous and daily as I look at creation I see this. The contrasts of Wednesday heat 36 degrees and 

Thursday rain 15 degrees.  

God starts with nothing – ex nihilo – Karl Barth 

At one point only God existed. “In the beginning God created”. 

This single verse excludes atheism. It excludes the idea that matter is eternal. It excludes 

polytheism (belief in many gods). It excludes fate (belief in some impersonal control out there). It 

excludes pantheism (the belief that God is nature). 

In your home groups discuss some of the challenges with atheism, polytheism and pantheism. 

Word and Spirit are both involved in the creation story – God spoke and God breathed. 

Read the following scriptures: 

Genesis 2b-3 

The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 

was light. 

God created by the Spirit and the word. As the Bible goes forward, more clarity is brought to the 

concept of ‘the word’ – it refers to Jesus Christ. John, the apostle, later makes this point: 

John 1:1-2 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 

God in the beginning. Through him all things were made … 

God creates by the Spirit and the Word (Jesus). The whole Trinity is involved. Paul, the apostle, makes 

the same point as John: 

Colossians 1:15-17 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (which means ‘owner’) over all creation. 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 

him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

The Bible continues the theme of how God created everything through the Word and the Holy Spirit. 

3. WHAT ABOUT THE DAYS OF CREATION? 

Are they literal days, as the Bible-science controversialists put it? There are five opinions on the 

subject: 

1) The literalist view. This view says the world and life was created about 10000 years ago, in a matter of six days. 

People with this view tend to get into science, because they argue the Bible is, amongst other things, a science book. 

But is it wise to get science from the Bible? We must not forget about Galileo. The church once believed the sun 

revolved around the earth because of some verses in the Bible. They arrested Galileo who claimed that scientific 

evidence pointed toward the earth revolving around the sun. But the church was wrong. We are surely not meant to 



get science out of the Bible, especially from this child-like poetry of Genesis 1. Genesis 1 is picture language, not 

science. 

2) The revelation view. According to this view, the six days are each a day of God’s revelation to Moses about 

origins. So on one day, God revealed to Moses some of how he created the world. Then the next day, day two, he 

revealed some more. But there is no hint of this in the text. 

3) The non-literal ‘day’ view. Each of the six ‘days’ is in fact a lengthy period of time, not a 24-hour 

period. Some say it is undefined. Others believe that these are six geological periods. 

4) The gap-between-day view. This view says that on one particular ‘day’ God created the animals. 

And then, perhaps after thousands of years, on yet another ‘day’ God created the humans. 

5) The picture language view. This is Eaton’s view. It is an extended anthropomorphism – the Bible using the picture 

of a workman to talk about God. It is parabolic history: although it speaks of some real historical things God did, it is 

cased in picture language, and should not be read in an overly literal way. The text itself, not science, shows clearly 

that this is picture language, and therefore should not be read in an overly literal way: 

• The sun was not made till the fourth day. How could ‘days’ have existed before the sun? 

• The seventh day is not a 24-hour period because we are still in it, as Hebrews 4:1-6 reminds us. 

• The sixth day is clearly not a 24-hour period. Genesis 2 retells us what happened on the sixth 

day – and it clearly takes longer than 24 hours. Genesis 2 speaks of the long processes with 

which God created life. 

If the fifth view is true, then there is no reason for a conflict between the Bible and scientific 

discoveries. According to this view, the Bible does not give us much scientific detail at all. 

Share some of your thoughts around these five views and try to listen to each other even 

if you have a different opinion without getting into an argument !!! 

THE DAYS ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO GROUPS – WORKS OF SEPERATION AND MOVING 

CREATIONS. 

1st 3 Days –WORKS OF SEPARATION 

-Day 1 God separates light from darkness -  

-Day 2 God separates sky from sea - 

-Day 3 God separates earth from sea, God makes plants - 

2nd 3 Days –MOVING CREATIONS 

-Day 4 God creates sun (greater light to rule the day) - 

 God creates moon (lesser light to rule night) - 

 God creates stars - 

-Day 5 God creates Animals - 

-Day 6 God creates people (Adam and Eve) in the divine image 

Seventh Day –GOD RESTS 

Genesis 2: 1-2 



By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 

Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he 

had done. These verses don’t speak about us keeping the Sabbath. Rather they give us insight into how God works. 

The key question to ask is ‘Why did God create us last?’ The answer is so that we can’t claim to have helped him. We 

made no contribution to the existence of creation. We came along just when God is enjoying his day. We’re meant 

to be enjoying all that God has done along with God as he enjoys it. In short, we’re invited to follow God by faith into 

his own Sabbath-rest. 

Read together Hebrews 4:1-11 develops this theme on entering into God’s own rest. (The 

following points have been rephrased for clarity sake.) 

For the Israelites, the Promised Land is the ‘rest’ God invited them to. The Israelites entered into the 

‘rest’ (i.e. the Promised Land) God had for them. They were to simply trust and follow God as he gave them the 

Promised Land. 

For all people, salvation is the ‘rest’ God invites us to. We ‘enter God’s rest’ when we trust in Christ for our salvation. 

Christ accomplished salvation. We simply trust in Christ and begin to enjoy this salvation. 

For Christians who are already saved, there is yet another kind of rest. It is the rest of actually experiencing all that 

God wants to give us. Once we are saved, if we follow God with persistent faith he will lead us into the inheritance or 

reward he has for us. This includes the experience of rest (Matthew 11:28-29). God does it all (though we do 

participate). We enjoy it. 

For Christians, heaven is part of the rest God has for us. We will finally enjoy God’s own rest in heaven one day. God 

does it all. We get to enjoy it. 

4. CREATION ORDINANCES 

Creation Day 1 (Genesis 1:1-5) 

God created the heavens and the earth. “The heavens” refers to everything beyond the earth, outer space. The earth 

is made but not formed in any specific way, although water is present. God then speaks light into existence. He then 

separates the light from the dark and names the light “day” and the dark “night.” This creative work occurs from 

evening until morning – one day. 

 

Creation Day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8) 

God creates the sky. The sky forms a barrier between water upon the surface and the moisture in the air. At this 

point earth would have an atmosphere. This creative work occurs in one day. 

 

Creation Day 3 (Genesis 1:9-13) 

God creates dry land. Continents and islands are above the water. The large bodies of water are named “seas” and 

the ground is named “land.” God declares that all this is good.  

 

God creates all plant life both large and small. He creates this life to be self-sustaining; plants have the ability to 

reproduce. The plants were created in great diversity (many “kinds”). The earth was green and teeming with plant 

life. God declares that this work is also good. This creative work takes one day. 

 

Creation Day 4 (Genesis 1:14-19) 

God creates all the stars and heavenly bodies. The movement of these will help man track time. Two great heavenly 

bodies are made in relation to the earth. The first is the sun which is the primary source of light and the moon which 

reflects the light of the sun. The movement of these bodies will distinguish day from night. This work is also declared 

to be good by God. This creative work takes one day. 

 

Creation Day 5 (Genesis 1:20-23) 

God creates all life that lives in the water. Any life of any kind that lives in the water is made at this point. God also 



makes all the birds. The language allows that this may be the time God made flying insects as well (or, if not, they 

were made on day six). All of these creatures are made with the ability to perpetuate their species by reproduction. 

The creatures made on Day 5 are the first creatures blessed by God. God declares this work good, and it occurs in 

one day. 

 

Creation Day 6 (Genesis 1:24-31) 

God creates all the creatures that live on dry land. This includes every type of creature not included on previous days 

and man. God declares this work good. 

 

When God was creating man, He took counsel with Himself, “God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness’” (Genesis 1:26). This is not an explicit revelation of the trinity but is part of the foundation for such, as God 

reveals an “us” within the Godhead. God makes man, and man is made in the image of God (men and women both 

bear this image) and is special above all other creatures. To emphasize this, God places man in authority over the 

earth and over all the other creatures. God blesses man and commands him to reproduce, fill the earth and subdue 

it (bring it under the rightful stewardship of man as authorized by God). God announces that man and all other 

creatures are to eat plants alone. God will not rescind this dietary restriction until Genesis 9:3-4.  

 

God’s creative work is complete at the end of the sixth day. The entire universe in all its beauty and perfection was 

fully formed in six literal, consecutive, 24-hour days. At the completion of His creation, God announces that it is very 

good. 

 

Creation Day 7 (Genesis 2:1-3) 

God rests. This in no way indicates He was weary from His creative efforts, but denotes that the creation is 

complete. Further, God is establishing a pattern of one day in seven to rest. The keeping of this day will eventually be 

a distinguishing trait of the God’s chosen people (Exodus 20:8-11). 

The First Creation Story shows us: 

1. There is only one God (the God of the Hebrews) who freely created everything. 

2. God created everything in a planned and purposeful way; it did not just happen or emerge haphazardly out of 

chaos. 

3. God made everything good. 

4. God made the Sabbath holy. God’s pattern of working 6 days and resting on the 

7th is reflected in Jewish Law. The God who created everything –the earth and all it contains, the sun and stars- is 

the God of the Hebrew people, who reigns supreme over all peoples, over all creation and over all other tribes’ gods. 

5. God made human persons in the divine image: we are the masterpieces of God’s creation, and are more like God 

than any other creature, because we can reason and choose between good and evil. God accordingly gives 

humankind dominion over the earth, its plants and creatures. When he made us he said – And it was very good. Look 

at yourself in the mirror and say – I am very good.          How do you see yourself?  

6. CONCLUSION 

God is always involved in our lives. He is not only the God of salvation, but of all creation. Even before we became 

Christians he was involved. He is not just the God who is with us when we are in church. He is with us when we are in 

a dungeon, like Joseph was. He knows how many hairs are on our head. This is our Father’s world. And he is in 

control of every detail. He loves you and has created for His pleasure you and me. It is important for us to partner 

with Him in ensuring that we look after the gift of Creation and insure it is past on well to the next generation. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26
https://www.gotquestions.org/image-of-God.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%209.3-4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.8-11

