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THIS STUDY
A 40 Day Experience: Reality, 7 Truths from Experiencing God reveals the world
as it is, the place where God at work in ways culture can't describe but faith
can comprehend. This 40 Day Experience reaches believers with a strong
overview of the essence of the Experiencing God message as expressed in the
seven realities of Experiencing God. This interactive guide deals with the fact
that many contemporary Christians aren’t being shaped by the reality of
God in their lives. The intended outcomes are believers and churches that
grow by knowing and doing God’s will and drawing others to His activity 
in their lives.

REALITY, 7 TRUTHS FROM EXPERIENCING GOD KIT
It is recommended that every pastor have a Reality, 7 Truths from
Experiencing God Leader Kit. Each kit contains a copy of this Reality
member book; a useful supplement in the form of the Experiencing God
tradebook by Henry Blackaby and Claude King; a DVD featuring Henry
Blackaby teaching on these topics; and a CD-ROM with an administrative
guide, sermon outlines (guide and outlines also available at
www.lifeway.com/a40dayexperience) and manuscripts that relate to each
week of this 40 Day Experience. It is a tremendous benefit for each small-
group leader to have and use the Reality DVD. The DVD is available in the
leader kit and separately. Each video segment is 15 minutes or less of
compelling teaching and insight by Henry Blackaby.

◆ This symbol indicates when to show the DVD segment in each
small-group session.

SMALL-GROUP SESSIONS
This 40 Day Experience resource contains seven small-group sessions, each
designed for group members to participate whether or not they have
attended previous sessions. One of the main benefits of this weekly small-
group and daily devotional experience is allowing your small-group and
your congregation to focus together on these important concepts.

The small-group sessions and devotions add up to a 40 Day Experience.
In addition to the narrative, each small-group session and devotion has
interactions marked with symbols (described on the following page) that
identify the purpose for each activity.
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Community uses questions to help group members interact
with and learn about one another.

Truth provides help to guide group members to examine
Bible passages.

Challenge encourages group members to apply biblical
truths to their lives.

Love suggests ways for group members to show love and
concern for one another and for people outside their small
group. It also will help participants reflect on God’s love for
them and their love for God.

Prayer directs participants to communicate with God about
a need revealed in the session.

Knowledge assists group members in understanding the
meaning of Scripture

SERMON NOTE PAGES
If your pastor and church worship services are also focusing on the Reality
40 Day Experience, you should take sermon notes to enhance your learning
and spiritual growth. Sermon Notes pages are provided for this purpose.

DEVOTIONALS
Each small-group session is followed by daily devotional pages that
reinforce the truths in the sessions. Each devotion ends with a challenge.

INTRODUCTION / 5
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THIS IS REALITY
God is always at work around us. Whether we realize it or not, this is
reality. As children we may have studied examples of God working in
Scriptures. If you have heard them, how can you forget accounts of Moses
and the burning bush or God parting the Red Sea? Yet with years passing,
Bible stories may become simply stories in our adult memories. However,
in reality, reports of God at work in the Bible are invitations for us to know
and experience God ourselves.

God is always at work. Describe an example of how you
have experienced or seen Him at work around you.
______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Read John 15:4-5. It takes some kind of signal or land line 
to make most phones work.
Think of another example 
of a critical connection you
depend on that makes
something possible.

_________________________________

Without towers, wires, and satellites, God
is always at work around you. What
affects your connection with God?
Discuss.

“ ‘Remain in Me, and 
I in you. Just as a branch
is unable to produce
fruit by itself unless it
remains on the vine, so
neither can you unless you
remain in Me. I am the vine;
you are the branches. The
one who remains in Me and 
I in him produces much fruit,
because you can do nothing
without Me.’ ”

John 15:4-5
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Think about it: God, who intervened in Moses’ life, is also going to intervene
in your life; He is the same God who spoke to the disciples in John 15 and
said, “I am the vine; you are the branches.” But instead of saying, “Without
Me you can’t do very much,” He said, “You can do nothing without Me.”

◆ Show the session 1 Reality DVD segment at this point.

EXPERIENCING GOD
Do you have any movement in your heart causing you to want to do the will
of God? Let me illustrate: In recent months you may have had a strange and
wonderful moving of God that is calling you to prayer. You may sense that
something about this is different from any time in your life, and you cannot
get away from it. In that case, you’re not experiencing something that you’re
doing, you’re experiencing something that God does when He calls His
people to seek Him.

When have you found yourself compelled to pray for someone
or something? Carefully reflect and discuss.

__________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

The Scripture says the natural man never does seek the will of God or the
ways of God. But God says in Philippians 2 that He is at work within you
causing you to want to do His will. He never causes you to want to do His
will without enabling you to do it.

Read and ponder
Philippians 2:13. What 
do you do when you see
some things happening in
you that only God can do? 

Do you deny them?

Do you ask God about them?

WANTING TO WORK
FOR GOD

“For it is God who is
working in you [enabling you]
both to will and to act  for His
good purpose.”

Philippians 2:13 
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When God acts, you must immediately adjust your life to Him. This is
what Jesus did. Jesus said, “I assure you: The Son is not able to do anything
on His own, but only what He sees the Father doing. For whatever the
Father does, the Son also does these things in the same way” (John 5:19).
Jesus was aware of the Father’s work. Jesus had joined the Father and
practiced obedience by serving in God’s activity.

Do you look for God’s activity around you? ________

Why should you look to Scripture to confirm that 
God is at work?

________________________________________________________

GOD’S ACTIVITY
What if you see God’s activity, but others do not? Many times that may
seem to be the case. However, I’ve always assumed that if God is speaking 
to me, He is speaking to others.

Saul and Ananias ––Saul was committed to destroying belief in Christ.
Believers in Damascus had heard Saul was coming. Against this backdrop,
God revealed His activity. Saul was blinded, but the blindness would be
taken away. When Ananias, one of Saul’s intended victims, prayed for him,
Saul would see again.

Read Acts 9:17. Persecution seemed like the new “normal.”
The enemy was coming and untouchable. If Ananias had 
told you what God had shown him and told him to do, how
would you have responded ?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

“So Ananias left and
entered the house. Then
he place his hands on
him and said, ‘Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road you were
traveling, has sent me so you
may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.’”

Acts 9:17
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Now, if you don’t see the activity of God in others, it doesn’t mean that
He’s not working. Biblically, before God revealed His activity, everything
seemed normal, and then He spoke to one, revealing that everything was
not normal. God had already been at work.

THREE THINGS ABOUT GOD’S ACTIVITY 
1. God is always at work in the rest of the body because they’re His people.

2. If God has spoken to me, then God expects me to bear witness to what
He’s done in my life and to trust God to begin to touch the others’ lives.

3. Stay in your local body of believers and bear witness, praying and asking
God to help you continue to witness until God permeates the rest of the
church family.

Consider that God sent one of Saul’s intended victims to restore his sight
and bear witness to the miracle that had happened.

Explain “Three Things About God’s Activity,” using the
example of God’s sending Ananias, one of Saul’s intended
victims, to restore Saul’s sight.

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

How does Acts 9:20-21
illustrate God’s activity in
the body of Christ?

_____________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

“Immediately he
began proclaiming Jesus 
in the synagogues: ‘He
is the Son of God.’ 

“But all who heard him
were astounded and said,
‘Isn’t this the man who, in
Jerusalem, was destroying
those who called on this
name, and then came here 
for the purpose of taking
them as prisoners to the 
chief priests?’ ”

Acts 9:20-21
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MAN’S WAYS AND GOD’S WAYS
God’s standards are different from man’s. I think this is one of the most
difficult truths to come to terms with. The Scripture indicates that sin has
had an awful effect on us. I think this generation may have lost the terrible
sense of the consequences of sin. Man’s ways are always going to be self-
centered. However, God’s ways are much, much different from that.
For instance:

• Man says, “Affirm self.” God says, “Deny self.”

• Man says, “You need to be master.” God says, “Be a servant.”

• Man says, “Save your life.” God says, “If you try to save your life, you’ll 
lose it; but if you lose your life for My sake and the kingdom, you’ll save it.”

God’s ways are trying to pick us up and bring us back to where God
originally wanted us. Every time God speaks, we’re going to see a conflict
between what we think and what God says. The world has influenced us,
but the only way I know to find God’s ways over our ways is to come back
to the Scripture and say, “Show me your way, LORD, and lead me on a level
path ” (Ps. 27:11).

God will do that, but our ways are very
different from His. We need to make His
ways our ways.

Note the verses on the right-
hand side of the page. Read
them aloud making them your
prayer to close this session.

“Make Your ways
known to me, LORD; teach
me your paths. Guide
me in Your truth and
teach me, for You are the
God of my salvation; I wait
for You all the day long.”

Psalm 25:4-5

“Show me your way, LORD,
and lead me on a level
path.”

Psalm 27:11

“Teach me Your way, Lord,
and I will live by Your truth.
Give me an undivided mind
to fear Your name.”

Psalm 86:11
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“‘But after I have been resurrected,
I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’”

Mark 14:28

God never sends you into a situation alone. He always goes before His
children, as He did with the children of Israel when He led them with 
a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. You do not serve as His advance
troops in a foreign and hostile situation. He always precedes you in any
situation you encounter. God is never caught by surprise by your
experience; He has already been there. He is prepared to meet every need
because He has gone before you and knows exactly what you will need for
your pilgrimage (Deut. 31:8).

Not only does God go before you, but He also stands beside you and
behind you, to provide protection and comfort (Ps. 139:7-12). Jesus knew
His disciples would be totally bewildered by His crucifixion, so He assured
them in advance that no matter what happened, no matter where they went,
they could go in confidence that He had already gone before them. Paul,
too, experienced this assurance (Acts 18:9; 23:11). In the most bewildering
circumstances, his Lord was there!

If you are going through a difficult or confusing time, know that
your Lord has gone before you and He is present with you. He is
fully aware of what you are facing, and He is actively responding
to your need. There is nowhere you can go that you will not find
Christ waiting for you to join Him. Even when you face death,
you can be assured that He has gone before you in triumph. As 

a child of God, rest in the knowledge that your Savior preceded you, and He
will walk with you through each experience of your life.

Your Lord
Precedes You

LOVE

DAY

1
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Making a
Difference

“Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king’s food 
or with the wine he drank.”

Daniel 1:8

Could you dare to believe that God, who called you to Himself and
equipped you with His Spirit, could work mightily through you? Have 
you made the connection between the time and place in which you live 
and God’s call upon you? World events never catch God by surprise. He
placed you precisely where you are for a purpose.

Daniel did not let the temptations of his day interfere with his
relationship to the Lord. He knew that to make his life useful to God he
must be obedient in all things. Regardless of what the most powerful king 
in the world commanded, Daniel refused to compromise what he knew 
God required of him.

History is replete with examples of Christian men and women who
believed that God would work through them to make a significant
difference for His kingdom. God placed Esther strategically in the king’s
court at a crucial time when she could save the lives of God’s people (Esth.
4:14). God placed Joseph strategically to become the most powerful adviser
to the pharaoh in Egypt and to save Jacob and his family from a devastating
drought (Gen. 41:39-40).

Are you allowing your surroundings to determine how you
invest your life? Or are you letting God use you to make 
a difference in your generation? Ask God to reveal His
purposes for you and His will for your life today.

DAY

2

CHALLENGE
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“ ‘House of Israel, can I not treat you as this potter [treats his clay]?’—[this is]
the LORD’s declaration. ‘Just like clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My

hand, house of Israel!’ ”
Jeremiah 18:6

God knows how to bring salvation to your family, your friends, your
community, and your world. Accordingly, He looks for those who will allow
Him to shape them into the instruments He requires to do His divine work.
Clay has no plans of its own, no aspirations for service, no reluctance to
perform its given task. It is just clay. Moldable, pliable, totally submissive 
to the will of its master.

At times we excitedly announce to God: “I’ve discovered my strengths 
and gifts, and now I know how I can best serve You!” At other times we
inform Him, “I am aware of what my weaknesses are, so I know which tasks
I’m not capable of doing for You.” Yet this is not characteristic of clay. God
is not limited to working with our strengths (2 Cor. 12:9-10). He can mold
us into whatever kind of instrument He requires. When God’s assignment
demands humility, he finds a servant willing to be humbled with His Spirit.
When His work requires zeal, He looks for someone He can fill with His
Spirit. God uses holy vessels, so He finds those who will allow Him to
remove their impurities. It is not a noble task, being clay. There is no
glamour to it, nothing boast worthy, except that it is exactly what almighty
God is looking for. Compliant, moldable, yielded clay.

If your tendency is to tell the Father what you can and
cannot do for Him, submit to His agenda and allow Him 
to shape you into the person He wants you to be.
Like clay.

God Looks
for Clay

CHALLENGE

DAY

3
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An Exchanged
Life

“I have been crucified with Christ; and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
Galatians 2:19-20

The Christian life is an exchanged life. Jesus’ life for your life. When Christ
takes control, your life takes on dimensions you would never have known
apart from Him. When you are weak, then Christ demonstrates His strength
in your life (2 Cor. 12:9-10). When you face situations that are beyond your
comprehension, you have only to ask, and the infinite wisdom of God is
available to you (Jas. 1:5). When you are faced with humanly impossible
situations, God does the impossible (Luke 18:27). When you encounter
people whom you find difficult to love, God expresses His unconditional
love through you (1 John 4:7). When you are at a loss as to what you should
pray for someone, the Spirit will guide you in your prayer life (Rom. 8:16).
When Christ takes up residence in the life of a believer, “all the fullness of
God” is available to that person (Eph. 3:19).

It is marvelously freeing to know that God controls your life and knows
what it can become. Rather than constantly worrying about what you will
face, your great challenge is to continually release every area of your life to
God’s control. The temptation will be to try to do by yourself what only
God can do.

Our assignment is to “abide in the vine” and to allow God to
do in and through us what only He can do (John 15:5). Only
God can be God. Allow Him to live out His divine life
through you. He is the only One who can.

DAY

4

TRUTH
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“There is an occasion for everything,
and a time for every activity under heaven.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1

The beauty in the way God designed the four seasons is that, though each
one is distinct, they all work together to bring life and growth. Spring is 
a period of freshness and new life. Summer sees growth and productivity.
Autumn is a time for harvesting the rewards of past labors. Winter is the
season of dormancy and closure. Each season has its own unique beauty
and makes a significant contribution to life.

Just as God planned seasons in nature, He planned seasons in life as well.
Life has its springtime, when we begin new things and look excitedly toward
the future. Summer comes, and we work diligently in the heat of the day at
all that God has assigned to us. With autumn comes the fruition of things
begun at an earlier time in our lives. Winter brings an end to a particular
period in our lives. Sometimes winter brings hardship, but we remain
hopeful, for another spring is just around the corner!

In God’s perfect design for our lives, He has planned for times of
fruitfulness and activity. He will also build in times of quiet and rest. There
will be times when He asks us to remain faithful doing the same work day
after day. But there will also be periods of excitement and new beginnings.

By God’s grace, we will enjoy seasons of harvesting the fruit of
our faithfulness. By God’s grace we will also overcome the cold
winters of heartache and grief, for without winter there would
be no spring. Just as it is with the seasons of nature, these
seasons in our lives work together to bring about God’s perfect
will for each one of us.

Life’s Seasons
DAY

5

KNOWLEDGE



God’s Ways Are
Not Our Ways

“ ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways,
[This is] the LORD’s declaration. “For as heaven is higher than earth, so

My ways are higher than your ways.’ ”
Isaiah 55:8-9

Rarely does God do something exactly as we think He will. We try to
second-guess God, saying, “Oh, now I know what God is planning to do!”
Moses experienced this as he learned how God was going to deliver the
Hebrews out of Egypt. God told him He would harden Pharaoh’s heart.
Yet, the result was not what Moses anticipated. Rather than allowing the
Hebrews to leave, Pharaoh increased their hardship. Rather than becoming a
hero among the Hebrews, Moses was despised by them for bringing greater
suffering. Moses returned to the Lord and asked, “Lord, why have You
caused trouble for this people? And why did You ever send me?” (Ex. 5:22).
Much of the frustration we experience as Christians has nothing to do with
what God does or doesn’t do. It has everything to do, rather, with the false
assumptions we make about how we think God will and should act.

Have you ever done the will of God and then things seemed to become
worse? Moses completely misunderstood what the results of His obedience
to God would be. When things did not turn out as he anticipated, Moses
became discouraged. God had told Moses what to do, but He had not told
Moses what the consequences would be.

It is foolish to attempt to do God’s work using your own “common
sense.” God does not eliminate your common sense, He consecrates it. He
gives you His wisdom so you can understand His ways.

As you look back on God’s activity in your life, you will
recognize the supreme wisdom in how He has led you. As
you look forward to what God may do, be careful you do not
try to predict what He will do next. You may find yourself
completely off the mark.

DAY

6

REALITY! GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK / 17

TRUTH



Small Group SESSION 2 

eality! 
God Pursues 

GOD TAKES THE INITIATIVE 
Having established the foundational reality that God is always at work 
around you, a second reality becomes powerful. You can watch for it 
throughout Scripture. This truth is that God the initiative pursues 
a love relationship with you that is real and personal. 

ad! ~ What person in your life taken the initiative to pursue 
~~ ... l&~ a love relationship with you? 
COMMUNITY 

How could you tell was not just 
selfishness or a need to control? 

• Show the session 2 Reality DVD 
segment this point. 

A HEART OF LOVE 
I don't know of a message that needs 
to be brought to this generation more 
clearly and more strongly than to help 

understand that God now 
is pursuing them of a heart of love. 
Because His whole nature love, God 
is pursuing that kind relationship. 

18 I A 40 ExPERIENCE.: RE.Al.rrY 

... -- -_ .. _--

...............•.••..•.............. 
.: A LOVE LETTER ... 
~ U Jesus replied, 'This is the 
: work of God: that you 
: believe in the One He 
: has sent.' 
~ 1111 assure you: Anyone • 
: who believes has eternal life. : 
: I am the bread of life. Your : 
: fathers ate the manna in the : 
; wilderness, and they died. This ~ 
: is the bread that comes down : 
; from heaven so that anyone ; 
: may eat of it and not die. : 
: I am the living bread that : 
: came down from heaven. : 
; If anyone eats of this bread . 
: he will live forever. The bread 
: that I will give for the 
~ of the world is My flesh: n 

; John 6:29,47-51 : . . . . .. . . . .•..••......•••.............•.....•. 



Read «(A Love )) Why would Jesus the Son of God 
Himself like food to hungry? In five words or more, give a 
reason you think would give His life for the life the world. 

lOVE 

WHAT GOD WANTS 
As God Himself real to you were to ask God right 
now, «What is one thing that you what would He say? He'd say, 
"I you to 'love the loRD your with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength'» (Deut. 

What could you do to show God how much you love 

CHALLENGE 

TRUTH 

has invited you to 
have a love relationship 
with Him. Read 
"Testimony." What can 
anyone do to accept His 

Why? 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TESTIMONY 
• The most profound response 
~ of love you could give to 
: God is to believe Him. 
~ when answering 
: the question, 1JWhat can 
: do to perform the wo.rks of 
: God," (John 6:28), said, 
: I.IBelieve One He has 
: 6:29}. .. 
: "You mean have a 
; relationship with Him?" you 
: might ask. II 

: And God would say, Yes, 

'. o 
• • 

· • • • • · • · .. · • • • • • • • • · • · • 
: when I expressed My love for : 
: you, I put My Son in you, and : 
: My Son will bring you into : 
; the deepest relationship with ; 
: Me that's possible to any : 
':.. human being." • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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LOVE" JUDGMENT" AND DISCIPLINE 
How do I reconcile God's love for me with God's judgment and discipline? 
The only way I can really know what God is like and why He functions the 
way He doe is to go to the Scripture. 

TRUTH 

Read "The Word on 
Discipline:' No discipline 
for the moment seems to 
be joyous. What has been 
one time in your life 
when discipline «yielded 

the fruit of peace and righteousness:' 
because of what you learned? 

If you have children, do 
you discipline them out 
of love? "If you then, who 

CHALLENGE are evil, know how to give 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• e* *. 

:" THE WORD ON DISCIPUNE 

: "And you have 
: forgotten the exhortati 
: that addresses you as sons: 
: '". For the Lord disciplines 
: the one He loves, and 

• • • • • • · · • • • : punishes every son whom 
: He receives.' : 
: "Endure it as discipline: : 
: God is dealing with you as : 
: sons. For what son is there : 
: whom a father does not : 
• d' . I' "1 " : ISCIP me. .. . : 
: II No discipline seems : 
: enjoyable at the time, but : 
: painful. Later on, however, it : 
: yields the fruit of peace and : 
: righteousness to those who : 
: have been trained by it." : 
~ Hebrews 12:5-7,11 : . : *. e· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good things to those who ask Him!" (Matt. 7:11). Why can discipline be 
considered a gift? 

------~---~-------------------------

We give our children our love and attention because we love them. We may 
not even know that we have strayed, but we may be going headlong into 
disaster. God knows far more than you and I that sin can ruin us. So when 
we go off in sin, He disciplines us in love. 

Love and discipline are not contrary. They are expressions of God, who 
is perfect love and who loves us. 
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ENCOUNTER GOD 
We have a tendency to put our relationship to God into segments. If we 
have a quiet time with God) we may feel we have done our duty. God 
didn)t say to do our duty. He said, "I am your (see 30:20). 

If God's presence is our life, do we want just when we have a quiet 
or do we want all the way through the marketplace, all the way 

through the day and in crisis? I encourage individuals to have that 
alone with God get to know Him. Out of that you will walk into the 
business world, onto the university or the high school campus, 
into the rest of your day with a living relationship with the Lord that you 
can cultivate all day long. e Read ~ohn 11:40-44. this 

~ story In your own w .. ~.~ .... 
./, When have you ever talked 

V to God the way Jesus did 
KNOWLEDGE Lazarus' tomb? 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

/" "Jesus said to her, 
: 'Didn't I tell you that if 
: you believed you 
: would see the glory 
: of God?' 
: "50 they removed the 
: stone. Then Jesus raised • 
: His eyes and said, 'Father; : 
: I thank You that You heard : 
: Me. I know that You : 
: always hear Me, but ~ 
: because of the crowd : 
: standing here I said this, so : 
: they may believe You sent : 
: Me.' After He said this, He : 
: shouted with a loud voice, : 
: "Lazarus, come out!" The : 
: dead man came out bound : 

Jesus' prayer was right in the middle of a : hand and foot with linen : 
life situation. Before the grave of Lazarus, : strips and with his : 

: wrapped in a cloth. Jesus : 
He lifted voice prayed. : said to them, ''Loose him : 

You ask, "Is He having His quiet time?)) : and let him go. II ; 

No, it's a quiet time He's having,: John 11:40-44 .: 
having an ongoing lifestyle of a ......................................... . 

relationship with the Lord. Did He . . 
those quiet times? Oh yes, they determIned the dynamiC presence of God 
throughout the day. We need Him throughout day, and we 
cultivate the relationship all day long. 
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. "I I If you are married, would your spouse put up with ~our saYIng,. ove 
. th . d th no more conversatIon or affectIon for you, nn,-"" ill e mornlng an en th d » 

hr ... ,p~' I think your spouse would say, "No, lov~ e ay. 
Your God wants a love relationship with you that IS real and veI·S011ai. 

THE LOVING FATHER 
If we could never God except when we have some reference 
point in our own life, in bad shape. 

But how can you reS1D0I1la to God as a loving if your own experience 
with your father marred by abuse and broken trust? 

TRUTH 

We must 
what God 
a shepherd. 

Read Psalm 1-4. 
Describe aUf heavenly 
Father as seen 
Scripture. 

to the Scripture to see 
instance, He's 

dimension of a loving 
he guides. If God is a 

guide you; then you'll 
see what a father ought to be. 

. ............•••..••••..•...••• 
.. liThe LORD is my 
: shepherd; there is nothing 
: I lack. He lets me lie 
: down in green 
: pastures; He I ........ , ..... me 
: beside quiet He 
: renews my leads me : 
: along the right paths for His : 
: name's sake. Even when I go : 
: through the darkest valley, : 
: I fear no danger, for You are : 
; with me; Your rod and your : 
: staff-they comfort me. You : 
: a table before me in: 
: presence of my enemies. : 
: You anoint my head with oil; : 
: my cup overflows. II : 

.. Psalm 1 .: . .•.....•........•...•....••••..... 

,:-,onle people get disappointed their earthly fathers when see bow 
wonderful God is; but a difficult time in your childhood with an 

father, then you are a candidate to know God as Father. Come 
to the Scripture and let God you what Res like. Then Him do it 
Come to God and know Him as He is. . 
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Sermon Notes / Reality! God Pursues 

Scripture Text 

Main Points 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Meaningful Illustrations 

Personal Application 
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Relentless 
Love 

"Then the LORD said to me, <Go again; show love to a woman who is loved by 
another man and is an adulteress, just as the LORD loves the Israelites though 

they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.' " 
Hosea 3:1 

No human can comprehend God's love for His children! Our limited 
experience of human love hinders us from understanding God's uncon
ditionallove for us. We can see a picture of this love in the life of Hosea. 

Hosea was a righteous man, but God told him to marry a sinful woman. 
Hosea obeyed and took Gomer as his wife. He cherished her and treated her 
with dignity and respect. Never before had Gomer experienced this kind of 
love, but she soon grew dissatisfied. She began giving her affections to other 
men. She became so involved in adulterous pursuits that finally she 
abandoned Hosea altogether. Other men used her until she had nothing left 
to give. Then they sold her into slavery. After this God gave Hosea an 
amazing command: Go and buy her back. Despite the intense pain and hurt 
that Gomer had inflicted on Hosea, God told him to forgive her and to pay 
any price to bring her back into his home. 

God's message is dear: When we reject Him and turn our 
devotion elsewhere, our rejection carries the same pain as 
an adulterous betrayal. After all God has done for us, it is 
incomprehensible that we should reject Him. It is even harder 

LOVE to fathom that God could love us even after we have rejected, 
. ignored, a~d disobeyed Him. Yet God's love is completely 

dlfferent from ours. HIS love follows us to the depths of our sinfulness until 
He has reclaimed us. His love is undaunted when we run from Him, and He 
continues to pursue us. What incredible love He has demonstrated to us! 
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New Life 

"Therefore if anyone in Christ, there is a new creation; 
old things have passed away, and look, new things have come." 

2 Corinthians 5: 17 

You do not become a Christian by asking Jesus into your heart. You become 
a Christian when you are born again. Jesus said, "Unless someone born 
again, he cannot the kingdom of God» (John 3-:3). Saying a prayer or 
making a public commitment or signing a decision card will not save you. 
qnly being born again will do that. The Apostle Paul said that when you are 
"in Christ," the old things pass away. In the moment of your salvation, every 
sin you ever committed is forgiven. Healing for every hurt you have ever 
suffered available. Love and are yours despite every failure you 
have ever experienced. Your past, no matter how difficult or painful, is 
completely and thoroughly provided for. 

Some will seek to diminish the awesome reality of your spiritual rebirth. 
You will hear them say, "Even though you)re now a Christian) you must still 
undergo years of counseling to overcome the hurts youlve experienced»)) Of) 

"You may be born again) but you'll continue to struggle with your sin, and 
hopefully you will eventually gain victory in of your weakness." 

The problem is that we changes by our own will rather 
than by turning our lives over in faith to the One who has 
given us new life. profound testimony of Scripture 

CHALLENGE is that the blood of Jesus Christ and the death of the Son 
of God is sufficient to completely free you from your sin. Satan will seek 
to convince you that it is not. Whom will you believe? 
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God's Design 

UFor those foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of His Son, so that would be the firstborn among many brethren. 

And those predestined, He also called; and those called, also justified; 
and those He justified, He also glorified." 

Romans 8:29-30 

Your life is a part of God's grand design. God has known about you and had 
a plan for your life since before He knew everything about you 
before you were even born (Jer. 1:5). God predetermined that you would 
become like Son. Your life, therefore, has a destiny. Christ is the model 
upon which the Father developing your You meant to a 
relationship with the Father that is as intimate as the relationship between 
Jesus and the Father (John 17:21). Every He allows into your life is 
designed to make you more like Christ. 

God's call came when invited you to join Him in the process! call 
was extremely personal, designed specifically your response. How 
wonderful to realize that at a particular moment in history~ almighty God 
spoke personally to you and invited you to His child! 

• Because of your sin, you could live blamelessly. 
~ God forgave your and justified you, declaring you 

./~ righ~eous. the spiritual debt yo~ carried with Him was 
V forgIven, and you freed to enJoy and to serve Him 
KNOWLEDGE for o~ eternity. In biblical times the glory of God's 

people was HIS presence. You, too, are glorified because the 
fullness of God no~ d~ells within. y?U, ~nd you will one day be with Him 
(Col. 1:27; 2:9). He lDVltes you to JOIn Hlm working out His will' your 
life-conforming you to image (Phil. 2:12). 
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Your Father 
Knows You 

"Don't be like them, because your Father knows 
the things you need before you ask Him.n 

Matthew 6:8 

Even we call on Him, the Father has already begun to provide all that 
we (Isa. 65:24). Jesus wanted disciples to learn how intimately 
knew and loved each of them. That is why He told them to pray. He assured 
them that even before they prayed, God knew all about their situation. 

Prayer is not designed for us inform God of our needs, for He already 
knows them. Why, then, should we pray? Prayer enables us to experience 

more intimately. more a child experiences loving provision 
of a parent, the more convinced he becomes of his parent's unrelenting love. 
Often a parent will anticipate a child's need before the child recognizes 
and be prepared in advance to provide for need. Our heavenly Father 
knows exactly what we will face today and next week. He is eager for us to 
experience Him as He provides for us. 

To our surprise, we often discover that God knows far better than we do 
what is best for us. At times we assume we know what would benefit us. 
We can even be foolish enough to assume that we don1t require anything of 
God. God wants us to go to our (Matt. 7:7). e He is ready to show His through our weakness. 

~ Our heavenly Father knows exactly what is best for and 
~, He ~s prepared to provide for every need if we will but ask 

V (Phil. 4:13). 

KNOWLEDGE 
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Believing 
God's Love 

(~nd we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God, 

and God remains in Him." 
1 John 4:16 

greatest truth in all of Scripture is God is love. Understanding 
this in its full dimensions will set you free to enjoy all that is as 
a But you must accept that God you. If you grew up 
experiencing unconditional love in your family, may not be difficult for 
you. However, if your early years were void of love, this truth may be hard 
to God loves you not you His love but because 
nature is love. only way He will ever relate to you is in love. His love for 
you gives you an inherent worth that nothing can diminish. 

If you cannot accept the truth that God loves you, you will be limited 
in how you can relate to Him. When He discipiines you, you will noiiake 
it as an expression of His Rather, you may resent Him. When says 
no to a request that less than His best for you, you will conclude that He 
doesn't care about you. Without a clear understanding and acceptance of 
God's love for you, you be disoriented to and to what wants 
to do in your life. If you will accept love, however, you will be able 

return love to as well to others (1 John 19). 

LOVE 

you experiencing profound sense of joy and security 
that comes from knowing you are dearly loved by God? Being 
assured of God's love for you sets you to enjoy the 
numerous expressions of love showers upon you each day. 
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Warfare or 
iscipline 

the Lord disciplines the one 
and punishes every son whom 

Hebrews 1 

loves, 
. " recetves. 

There is a tendency among Christians view anything unpleasant that 
happens to as the result of spiritual warfare. When a difficulty arises, 
many to remove their But their predicament may have 
nothing with Satan or with spiritual warfare. It may appear far more 
glorious us to explain our hardships as Satan's attacks 
ag~unst us rather than admit that we are merely we have sown 
and are being disciplined by our heavenly Father 

often as Satan's attack may be. chastisement 
our loving If you have neg~ected yO~lf role as spiritual ~eacher 

your children, allow them to fall sin. If you have been 
dishonest at work, may. correct you by you face the 
consequences. It would be foolish to God ;o~~L~iS~your 
discomfort. God is disciplining you in order to attention 
bring necessary to your life. 

How never to make the connection between your problems and 
God's discipline. discipline will not h~ou if you dismiss it as 
Satan's doing or spifituaf waita~e. Not -- hardship you the 
chastisement God, but Scripture indicates that God will you. 

~~ .... -- -- -"--- . 

If you misunderstand God's chastening, you may actually f " 
blame Him for not answering your prayers or for failing to I I 

protect you from Meanwhile, God warning you of the 
danger you because of your sin. Are there difficult 

LOVE 
circumstances in your life? Could it be discipline of God? 
God, whose perfect love, will correct you because 
He has ultimate good in His heart. 

REALITY! n ...... "' .... " I 29 



DAY Small Group SESSION 3 

Reality! 
God Invites 

GOD'S INVITATION TO JOIN HIM 
What kind of assignment will God offer you? Whatever it is, it will match 
who you are. That is, were ever born, God knew you. 

~* Who are some people who kn?W you well and 
you for and varIOUS 

known 

COMMUNITY 

What qualities might 
shaped your life and 
are today? 

Show the .;;n ... .;I,;).Iv" 

segment at this 

have 
you to where you 

3 Reality! DVD 

GODIS GUIDING HAND 

j}) Read "God's Chosen One." 
~" .. When did God begin 
~ preparing Jeremiah for this 

TRUTH 
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:* GOD'S CHOSEN ONE .. . . 
: II I chose you before 
~ I formed you in the womb; 
: I set you apart beforeJou 
~ were born. I appointe you : 
: a prophet to the nations.... : 
: Now, get ready. Stand up : 
: and tell them everything that ~ 
~ I command you. Do not be : 
: by them .... I am : 
: the One who has made xou : 
: a fortified city, an iron pillar, : 
: and bronze walls against : 
: wh~le land .... They will fight ~ 
: agamst yo~ but never prevail : 
: over you, since I am with you." : 
: Jeremiah 1 :5,17·19 : 
• • .. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• . " 



Was Jeremiah always aware of God's love and guidance? ___ ----

Throughout Scripture God prepares people for the work He invites 
to do. For instance the apostle Paul, h6 was still Saul and persecuting 

was . with the best training of his day. Guess who God 
used to write most of the New Testament? 

SPIRITUAL ASSIGNMENTS 
If you want to have least some what God might do by way of 
assignment, go back and see those moments God built something into 
your life, moments of decision that turned your life this way instead of that 
way. And watch to see what God been doing over the God 
always builds toward something. 

Think carefully about the spiritual assignments in your own 
life. List them here. 

CHALLENGE 

Read "God's Assignmene' Is your life 
consistent with what God has been doing 
in your life? 

THE GREATEST IS LOVE 
I would not necessarily look at your 
talents abilities a clue because God 
will usually go beyond our ability so that 

. ...... , ••••...•....•..........••.•• 
• • 

0" Goo's ASSIGNMENT O. 

o • • • . ,. 

: Most of the time it will : 
: dear as can be because God : 
: doesn't spend all of these 
~ years to this point and 

.. 

: then go off on a 
: tangent. He builds into your • 
: life that He can give you : 
~ a fuUer assignment. : 
: God says, "If you are : 
: faithful in a little, I'll give you : 
: more. If you're faithful in that, : 
: rll give you more, but the ; 
: point that you stop obeying : 
: and stop being faithful to Me, : 
: your assignment will stop : 
~ \ rig ht there." : 
,. . . . 
• • .•........ , ........................ . 

we can discover His. And sometimes ?~!_ (lbil~_es stand in the way of 
God show us His ability. wants us to know Him. 

God counts on love He has in your to fulfill His great love 
to redeem the world. He anticipates that when His heart has heard the cry 
of a people group or a jail cell, a high school, unwed 
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«1' ing to set some people free." 
mothe~s, or the inner city-He s~ys, m go 'f He can find a heart that's 
And HIS eyes look throughout HIS people to see I . 'th t G d 

ill go into eternity WI ou 0 perfect toward Him. Some people groups W H' I H 
. H' rched across IS peop e, e and wIthout hope because when IS eyes sea 

couldn't find anybody. . ....•....••...........•......... , 
• • 

... GOD SEARCH ". 

LOVE 

Read "God Search." Where in 
your world has God been 
looking for someone who 
would stand on behalf of 
someone crying out to Him? 

A GOD .. SIZED ASSIGNMENT 
God's desire is to reveal Himself. The 
ocly way can -do' that"is that He 
does something in your life that 

e 
• • 
: "r searched for a man 
; among them who would. • 
: repair the wall and stand In : 
: the gap before Me on behalf : 
~ of the land so that I might not ~ 
: destroy it, but I found no one. : 
: So I have poured out My : 
: indignation on them and : 
: consumed them with the fire ! .. 
: of My fury. I have brought : 
: their actions down on their : .. 
: own heads." : .. 
~ Ezekiel 22:30-31 : .. . .. . 

a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' 

every~~dy kn9Y;s only God could do, so when He gives an assignment, 
His desire is for people to know Him. He always gives an assignment that 
matches Ris al?ility notY.9l!rs. 

" Throughout the Scripture every time God comes to an individual and 
~~ gives an assignment, it is never something they can do. les always something 
! only God can do, so that they and those around will come to know God. 

The reason many people don't come to know God through us is that often 
when God gives us a God-sized assignment we automatically say, "Well, 
I can't handle that, so it can't God." And rd say, you can't handle it, 
it probably God." 

Would you like people to know your devotion to God 
or God's presence in you and through you? Applying the 
concept of working in God's abilities and not your own, 

CHALLENGE have you felt God's leading you to do something beyond 
your ability? What needs do you that only God can meet-through you? 
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Our world desperately needs to encounter God. Therefore, anticipate 
that if God's in it, it will have a dimension about it that looks just like God. 

WHEN GOD INVITES 
History never waits on our decisions. And God is a God of history. The 
Scripture often uses the term "in the of time" God did something. 
Whenever God comes to you to make Himself known, it is always the 
historical context. And when God invites, history does not wait for you to 
respond. History is to keep on moving, and that historical moment 
will never again be the same. When God invites, there a window of 
opportunity for our response, and if we don't respond quickly, that 
opportunity gone, God will either use someone else or bring 
judgment where He wanted to bring salvation . 

Whom did place in 
your life at just the right 
time to turn you toward 

CHALLENGE Him? 

Whom has God placed in your life 
now that a word from God-
through you? 

.... , ............................... . 
... A WINDOW OF TIME .~ · . • • · . 
: How long did we have 
: if God was calling 
: to help the Rwandan 
: people. God called us to go 
: as a people in 1976. Did He 
: know that in 1994 there : 
: would be a great movement : 
: of destruction? Yes. Did He : 
: call many people to go? : 
: Probably. Did ali of them g07 : 
: Probably not, but there was : 
: a moment in history that : 
: didn't wait because God : 
: knew that the tragedy would : 
: come and many who could : 
: have entered into eternity : 
~ knowing Him didn't. ~ 
• • • • • • 

• •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• d ••••• • 

Man times we see a need, then forget abou~ it. Then ~hen in~tes us 
y H' . nment we think I'll medttate on thts. We may think about to accept IS asslg " . 

• . 11 er the next months, but gradually the feehng goes away. It occaslona y ov a1 
Th d 't that your feeling God wanted you to was not re . at oesn mean . . , 
R h "t be that the timing is no longer nght. When God speaks) It s at er, 1 may .., l' 'a1 
always the right time. Being obedIent Immediate y IS crUCI . 



ASSIGNMENTS GREAT AND SMALL 
God usually very small, but my own heart always says that anything 
of God is more than I deserve and more than I can We think of big 
and small in terms of world. me speak to thousands Billy Graham 
does, but God says, «No, go over and look at that burning bush!" Was that 
burning bush a big assignment or a one? It started out small) but 

has in mind.is little. We are to be faithful to whatever 
without reference to whether it's or little. 

Are you on with God? Have you seen reality-that God 
invites you to go on mission with Him where His heart and where His life 
is? Oh, if God could just us and take our hearts and layover our heart 

heart and simply «If you love you will obey me. Now me tell 
you whafs on my heart, and I'll watch to what you do next." 

Obey)" John 14:23-24. .' •••••.••.•••..•••.•••••••••• '. 
Jesus was "I want you to know • LOVE AND OBEY • 

• 
that my father believes that if you ever : : 
knew His would always and : II 'If anyone loves Me, he will " 
forever obey Him love would : keep My word. My Father 
have captured your heart and you would : will love him, and We 

: will come to him and 
obey Him. But if it a comes: make Our home with him. : 

when I can give a direction and you no : The one who doesn't love Me : 
longer obey me, it means that your heart ~ not keep My words. The ~ 
has shifted, and you no longer love me : word that you hear is not : 
the way you used to:) : Mine but is from the Father ~ 

th th ' : who sent Me,' II • Could I ask you just to ink at : John 1 : 
through? Do you know God the •• ..-
one who is at work? Do you know ........................................... " 

has already taken the ' love you first? You did not love Him; 
He you. You did not choose He chose you. And He brought you 
into a of love, and overwhelmed you with that. And now 
invites you to go with Him on mission into our world. Are you? Will you? 

Write your to God)s invitation here. 

34 I A 40 EXPERIENCE; REAtm 



Sermon Notes / eality! God Invites 

Scripture Text 

Main Points 
1. 

Meaningful Illustrations 

Personal Application 

RE.wTY1 



Come and 
See 

<'They said to Him, 'Rabbi .. 0' where are You staying?' . 
'Come and you'll see,' replied. So they went and where He was stay,ng, 

and they stayed with Him that day." 
John 1:38-39 

There comes a time for of us when talking about the Christian 
pilgrimage is not sufficient. We must actually out on the journey! We can 
spend many hours debating and discussing issues related to Christian 
life~ but this means little if we never actually step out and follow Christ! 

For generations the nation Israel had pondered and predicted the 
coming of the Messiah. Perhaps no garnered more discussion among 
Jews than the nature and work of the Messiah. Andrew had listened to John 
the Baptist and had heard the coming Messiah. Now suddenly he was 
face-to-face with the One he yearned to see! Andrew's mind filled with 
questions he longed to Instead of into a theological dialogue 
with Andrew, however, Jesus turned and began to walk. Andrew's questions 
would not be answered by discussion alone but by walking with 

Christianity is not a set of teachings to understand. a Person to 
follow. As he walked with Jesus, Andrew watched Him heal the sick, teach 
God)s wisdom, and demonstrate God's power. Andrew not only learned 
about God; actually Him! 

Moments will come when you stand at a crossroads with 
your You will have a hundred questions for Him. 
Ra~er than answering the questions one by one) Jesus may 

CHALLENGE Put on your shoes, step onto the road £ II 
" a1k d i1 'th H' J' :. 0 ow Me. you way Wl 1m, esus will answer your questions and 

you will discover far more than you even knew to ' 
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Christ in 
You 

"God wanted to make known to those among the Gentiles the glorious wealth 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." 

Colossians 1 

The heavenly Father's plan the beginning of was to U'.la.~~ .... 
eternal every believer. If you are a Christian, all the fullness of God 
dwells in you. Christ's life becomes your life. When Christ lives you, He 
brings every divine with Him. time you a need, you 
meet it with the presence of the crucified, risen, and triumphant Lord of 

universe inhabiting you. When invites you to involved 
work, He has already placed Son in you so can carry 

His assignment through your 

This has significant implications for your Christian life. Discipleship is 
more than acquiring head knowledge and memorizing verses. It 
is learning to give Christ total access to your life so will live His life 

you. Your difficulty will believing that your relationship 
with Christ is at the heart of your Christian life. When others watch you 

a cnSlS, they see the risen Lord responding? Does your see 
the difference Christ makes when you face a What difference does 
the presence of Jesus Christ in your life? 

lOVE 

God wants to reveal Himself to those around you by working 
mightily through you. He wants your family to see Christ in you 
each God wants express His love through your life. There 

a great difference between living the Christian life and 
allowing Christ to live His life through you. 
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yal Priests 

"But you are a chosen race, a royal priestho?d, a holy ~ation, 
a people for His possession, so that you may pro,clalm the pra:ses ?! the One 

who called you out of darkness into HIs marvelous Itght. 
1 Peter 2:9 

If you are a Christian, you are a priest, chosen by God. As a member of the 
royal priesthood, you have constant access to the King. If there is ever a 
need in your life, you don't have to find an intermediary or enlist another 
priest in order to gain a hearing from the King. Your position as a royal 
priest allows you direct access. This privilege describes your position 
as a priest. 

However, priests also have a function. It is the responsibility of a priest 
to work within a priesthood. Scripture does not promote the practice 
of individual priests, each with a separate ministry. Rather, priests function 
together (Lev. 9:1). An unbiblical sense of individualism can isolate you 
from functioning within God's royal priesthood as He intended. 

The priest represents God to the people, but he also takes the people's 
concerns to God. Is there someone around you who desperately needs the 
intercession of one of God's priests? Perhaps someone will only come to 
know God by seeing Him in your life. Our world hungers for an expression 
of Christ as He really is, living out His life through His people. It is 
dangerous to put our job above our calling by God. 

We are called to be priests first and to hold a job second. When 
we get these out of order, everyone around us is denied access 
to the Fat.her through ~s. God may have called you into 
a sec~ar Job as a vocatIon, but more importantly He has 

KNOWLEDGE appOInted you to be one of His royal priests. 
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Sanctified 
and Sent 

<"Sanctify them by the truth; 
Your word 

Me world, 
I also sent them the world,'" 

1 1 18 

will always sanctify you before He sends you. aside the 
twelve disciples and made them holy by the truth, Son. they related 

Jesus, the truth (John 14:6), the disciples were refined by that truth and 
were prepared to be sent out to preach the gospel. Jesus 
ambitions (Luke 9:46-48), chastised their lack of faith (Matt. 1 
refuted Satan's influence (Matt. 16:23)) and denounced their 
26:33-35), When Jesus had finished preparing them, the 
out in such power that their world was never the same ... h .... ' ..... 

Satan will try to convince you that your sin renders you useless to God. 
That is a lie from the author and father of lies. As soon you 

will whisper, "You failure! You are now of no use God:' 
bring a deep sense of defeat and hopelessness to a Christian. Yet 

........... ~vJ.J. that compares to a soul set free by God's grace. When 
allow God's truth to realign them to God's will and God's standard, 
power of will be released through them the same way it was 

disciples. 

TRUTH 

The truth will set you free. The truth is: "If we confess our 
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 

................ ,,_ us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9)~ and we 
to usefulness to God. 
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Firmly 
Planted 

(CHow happy is the man who does not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path of sinners, or join a group of mockers! Instead, his delight 

is in the instruction, and he on it day and night. 
He is like a tree planted beside streams of water that bears its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.)' 
Psalm 1:1-3 

It possible to spend your wh01e knowing about the truths of God and 
never experiencing any of knowing about truths of God 
does not mean that they have a part of your life. is the 
important question: What are with the Word of Go~? Some 
people allow themselves to come under the influence of ungodly thinking 
to the point Word makes no difference to them. If you your 
counsel ungodly persons, you yourself moving from 
the direction Word commands. If you intentionally seek out "'."".0;-.. '" 

as your they will lead you down paths that take you far from 
God. If you choose to join those who are scornful, you will eventually 
become cynical. 

The righteous man not find encouragement in the opinions of 
others but in God's Word. not content with a knowledge of 
Scripture but meditates on day and night until is satisfied that what 
he reads reflects his own ext)erl.en(:e He becomes like a 
firmly on the bank of the tree is well nourished 

tree standing 
produces 

...... .LIl ... ~ around to sit delicious fruit and bountiful People come 
In and eat its fruit. 

If,You allow God to His Word in your life, others 
will ?ra,w encouragement from you. The more you grow in 
God s nghteousness, stronger you will become. Some 

CHALLENGE people would look in find anyone they were 
encouraging, not so the righteous person. A constant stream of .,...4",.,...1"" 

will seek out because they know that your life will be a blessing. 
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The Living 
Word 

«They said to each other, cWeren't our hearts ablaze within us while 
talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to usr' 

Luke 24:32 

was 

Jesus joins those who are earnestly Him. Two walked the 
road Emmaus discussing the confusing events that had just occurred 
in Jerusalem. They thought they had understood the happenings of their 
day, but death of left them to God His activity 
in their world. They had hoped that Jesus was the Messiah, but death 
had left them perplexed and discouraged. They answers. 

God reads the and knows the honest pursuit of His will by 
children. Jesus drew to these walked with them, and opened 
minds to what the Scriptures said about Him and about events of 
day. As Jesus was speaking, hearts burned within them! As they 
listened to Jesus relate the Scriptures to what they were they 
knew in their that they were hearing God's truth. Their doubts 
vanished, excitement overcame and they raced back to share the truth 
with their friends! 

If you become bewildered by circumstances in your life, Jesus can 
reorient you to Himself through the Scriptures just as did for these two 
men. From your human perspective) the situation may be confusing and 
discouraging. takes the presence of Christ to open your to the truth 
of the Scriptures. 

Have your circumstances confused you? You need Jesus to give 
you perspective. yolive heard Him) you'll be like 
these MO men, excited to join God in what is doing around 

CHALLENGE you and eager to include in the experience. 
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DAY "~, Small Group SESSION 4 
l 

\, Reality! God 
Speaks 

God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstance, and 
the church. Anytime God speaks through the Scriptures it is significant. 
Anytime God speaks to you when you pray has serious consequences. When 
God is at work around you, that's His invitation for you to join Him, so 
that's serious. I take all of these ways that God speaks very seriously because 
God is involved in all of them. 

Show the session 4 Reality DVD segment at this point. 

~ *' List five ways people communicate with you. Make sure at 
14 least two of them are nonverbal. Discuss which ways you 

COMMUNITY gain the most from and why . 

UNDERSTANDING 
Romans 3:10-12 says that because of sin 
nobody understands. A major obstacle 
to understanding the Word of God or 
the ways of God is sin. Sin is a barrier 
because God's communications are only 
made known by the Spirit of God. 

Read carefully 1 Corinthians 2:14. 
The writer, Paul, said, "The natural man 
does not welcome what comes from 
God's Spirit, because it is foolishness to 
him; he is not able to know it since it is 
evaluated spiritually." 
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.......................•...•......... . . 
:" No ONE UNDERSTANDS ... . . . . 
~ J1There is no one righteous· : 
: not even one; I 

: there is no one who 
: understands, 
: there is no one who seeks God : 
: All have turned away . : 
: together they have b~come ; 
: useless; 
~ there!s no one who does good, 
: there IS not even one." 
~ Romans 3:10-12 
" . . *... .. ......••.•.•.•...•.........••...... 



What is one thing you understand now that made no sense to 
you as a child? 

KNOWLEDGE Read 1 Corinthians 2:13-14. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

( "We also speak these \ 
: things, not in words taught by : 
: human wisdom. but in those 

Describe the biblical 
difference between a natural man and 
a spiritual one. : taught by the Spirit. 

~ explaining spiritual 
: things to spiritual people. 
: But the natural man does not : 
: welcome what comes from : 
~ God's Spirit, because it is ~ 
: foolishness to him; he is not : 
~ able to know it. ... " : 
: 1 Corinthians 2:13-14 : • • • • 

THE HOLY SPIRIT •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

When God has something in mind for . 
your life, the Holy Spirit makes sure you understand. The primary tool 
the Holy Spirit uses is the Scripture. The Holy Spirit can take the Word 
of God and couple it with the will of God and help you understand the 
ways of God for your life. The Spirit can also help you put Scripture next 
to your life and all the big and small decisions in it and see how they line 
up with truth. 

TRUTH 

The Holy Spirit touches your mind and your heart in the 
Scriptures to lead you to truth. You don't have to guess 
because the Spirit of God has taken the Word of God to help 
you understand the ways of God. Recall a time God has 
spoken directly to you through the Scriptures. 

Now truth is not a concept; it is a person. Jesus said, "I am the truth:' The 
Holy Spirit takes the Word of God to bring you into the middle of the will 
of God, and once you understand the truth, then you pick up your life and 
make some adjustments immediately. When you spend time with the Word 
of God, you will gain a clear understanding of the will of God. Then you are 
ready to obey Him. 
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THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH 
When you come to function in the body, you need everyone else. Ofte~ God 
will let you know a dear direction for your life through the corporat~ l~fe of 
the body. I always check with people God has put around me for theIr Input 
concerning what I sense God saying. . 

God makes us a royal priesthood, not the priesthood of the belt ever 
singular; you'll never find it singular in the Bible. Ies always the priesthood 
of the believers, and you find your most significant place in the work of God 
when God puts you in the body. You don't lose your uniqueness; you find 
your uniqueness. 

You don't lose your capacity to function with the Lord in the body; you 
find your capacity to work with God in the body. other words, if God 
makes you an eye, your ability to function with God on mission in the 
world is enlarged enormously when you function in the body and the whole 

body has life and light and direction through your life. I find 
that I do not lose my significance the life of the body; I 
find my significance and I find the direction that God wants 

CHALLENGE me to go. 

How being involved a church 
helped you to see your role? affirm your 
gifts and abilities? 

How can you help others in your 
church to discover the truth of God in 
their own lives? 

WAITING FOR GOD 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . . 
/' TESTIMONY ... · . • • 
~ In my own life if I want to 
: know that I'm in the will 
~ of God, I usually look for 
: God to make Himself 
: known in each of those • 

• • • 

: ~ays-Bible, prayer, 
: circumstances, and the : 
: church-because they : 
: normal patterns for my life. I : 
: regularly spend time in God's : 
: Word. I spend time in prayer. : 
: 1'm always looking to see : 
: where God is at work around : 
: me, and IJm always involved : 
: with God's people. So all of : 
: those are at work all the time. : 
• • • • 
~ . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

If a person was not involved in all of ways God's communicates-Bible 
prayer, circumstances, and the church-then they would have some ) 
confusion about which of these should influence them. But I know that 
God's not going to guide me one way when I read the Bible and another 
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when I pray. He's not going to guide me in my prayer time or in Word 
of God and then have an opposite word when I'm in the life of my church 
family seeking counseL So not a matter of time much as consistency 
to let God speak in all ways communicates. I always take advantage 
of all of them whenever I'm seeking the will of God. 

Read "Testimony.») What is God telling you now-through His Word, in 
your prayer time, through circumstances, and in the body of Christ? 

WHEN GOD SPEAKS 
God can speak anytime wants. If I my mind to say that it will be rare, 
then I miss most of what He's trying to say. If I set my mind that He speaks 
only under certain like in church, then fn miss most of what 
He wants to say. 

The Lord doesn't and go. It's a way of with a living person 
as our very life, so I anticipate God 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
speaking at any time and at any moment ... WALKING WITH GOD ... 
throughout the day and even into: : 
the night. ~ Because the Christian life is : 

Read "Walking with God." Think of : a relationship to a person, 
someone with whom you have a close : it's like saying to a 

: friend, "When you and 
relationships-a parent, your spouse, : I are together today, how 
a brother or sister) or perhaps a close : often should I expect you to 

How do you communicate with : speak? II I just expect that if 
that person? How often? What happens : you're with me; you'll speak 
when you don't communicate? Compare : any time you want and any 
that communication relationship with • way you want. 
the way you communicate with God. .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

· • .. .. 
• .. .. .. 
• .. .. .. .. 
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TESTING THE MESSAGE 
The New Testament says that everyone is filled with the Spirit of God when 
they're born again, and so they then have access to God. Jesus said to the 
disciples, «The secrets of the kingdom of heaven have been given for you 
to know, but it has not been given to them .... Looking they do not see, and 
hearing they do not listen or understand" (Matt. 13: 11,13). Every believer 
does have that ability to hear from God. There are those who say they hear 
from God, and they want to impose that on everyone else. Again the caution 
that God has built into His communication plan is the life of the people 
of God as they function corporately together-the body of believers. 

Now if everyone does what is right in his own eyes, the work of God 
shuts down. In the New Testament when a person heard from God, he 
would always test it in the church; and if the whole body came to the same 
sense that the message was indeed from God, then they would proceed. 

Even the apostle Paul, who knew dearly God's directive, did not go out 
on his own. He went back to Jerusalem and asked the leaders, the apostles, 
the elders, and the whole church to confirm that he had indeed heard from 
the Lord, and it was confirmed. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • In Moses' life, the Spirit of God came 
upon 70 of their leaders, and they all 
were responding the way Moses did, and 
then someone complained, "'Well one of 
these is really taking this a little too far:' 
Moses' response was, "'Don't you 

/ SPIRITUAL MARKERS 

: Times in your life when 
~ you have been especially 
: aware of God's leading and 
: changing the course of your life. 
• • • 

complain about that. I would to God : 
• that all Israel had the game encounter : 

with God as these" (see Num. II). : 
In our day I don't think we have a : 

• 
real danger of too many hearing from : 

• God. The opposite is true; too few : 
• 

understand how to recognize the voice : 
of God and then incorporate it into the : 

• 
life of the people of God and then move : 
with one heart and one mind. : 

• • • • • • · • • • • • • 

• · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Recall spiritual markers 
in your life and list them in 
the box. Thank God for the 
significant ways in which He 
has acted in your life. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
PRAYER • • • • 0. • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Personal Application 
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d Speaks 

((Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in 
different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son." 

Hebrews 1:1 

Our generation is preoccupied with methods. When we find a program that 
works in one business, we immediately want to package and distribute it 
so that it will work for others. This attitude carries over into the spiritual 
life as well. We spend much energy looking for spiritual disciplines, books, 
seminars, or conferences that work in order to feel satisfied with our 
Christian life. God does not want us to trust in methods. He wants us 
to trust in Him. 

Trusting in methods rather than in a Person seriously limits the way we 
experience God. When we expect Him to speak to us only in predictable 
ways, we forget that God is much more complex than our perception 
of Him. In times past God spoke in dreams and visions. He used nature; 
miraculous signs; prophets; a still, small voice; fire; trumpets; fleece; and 
angels. He spoke in the middle of the night, during worship services, at 
mealtimes, during funerals, while people were walking along the road, 
through sermons, in the middle of a storm, and through His Son. 

The important thing was not how God communicated but that He spoke. 
If God always spoke to us through dreams, we would remain in our beds 
awaiting a divine revelation! The means God uses to communicate with us 
is irrelevant; the fact that He is communicating is critical. 

Don't limit yourself to a method, expecting only to hear from 
your Father in predictable ways. Rather, open yourself up to 

CHAllENGE :er ~eans ~y w~i~h God wants to commune with you. 
ow t e Ho y Spmt to sensitize you to God's message at all 

times, in every location, under any circumstance. Then you will . 
d . 'I d' , expenence 

Go In entIre y new ImenSlOns as you are receptive to His voice. 
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God Speaks, 
It Is So 

«My word that comes from My mouth; will not return to Me empty, 
but it will accomplish what I please, 

and will prosper in what I send it (to do]." 
Isaiah :11 

When God speaks, nothing remains the same. the beginning 
spoke, and a universe was created out nothing. God 

a pattern when He the earth: He spoke; it was so; it was good 
1:3-4), This pattern continued throughout the Bible. Whenever God 

revealed His plans) happened just as said, and God considered the 
result '(good" (Phil. 2: 1 God doesn't make suggestions. He speaks with the 
full determination that what He will come to 

Whenever Jesus spoke, what He said to pass. Lepers found that 
a word from Jesus healing (Luke 17:14). The blind man 
discovered that a word from Jesus meant sight (Luke 18:42). Through a 
barren fig tree, the disciples saw that a curse from Jesus meant destruction 

11:20). The sinner experienced forgiveness through a word from 
Jesus (John 8: 11 many attempts did it take Jesus to raise Lazarus 
from the dead? Only one (John 11:43). was never a that Jesus 
spoke that what said did not happen. 

What happens when Jesus speaks to you? Have you reading the 
words of Jesus your Bible without experiencing His word that transforms 
everything around you? Jesus condemned the Pharisees because they 
assumed that knowledge of the Scriptures would give them life. 
They were satisfied with having words instead of experiencing the 
person who the words (John 

• " KNOWLEDGE 

How powerful a from God is to your life! As you 
your Bible and pray) listen to what God to say to you 

will for your 
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God's Word 
Penetrates 

"For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, penetrating as far as to divide soul, spirit, joints, and marrow; 

it is a judge of the ideas and thoughts of the heart." 
Hebrews 4:12 

Does God's Word ever cause you When you the Bible, does 
what you read make you uneasy? Do you find when you to sermons 
that the Scripture seems aimed directly at you? You are experiencing the 
reality that Word of God is can read your thoughts and judge 
your intentions. 

When God's Word speaks to you, always for a God knows 
your heart knows what you to do to bring your life into 
conformity to Christ. If you have a problem with sinful talk, the word 
comes to you will address the If you are struggling to forgive, 
Word will you with standard for forgiveness. If pride has 
a stronghold your Hfe, God's Word will speak to you about humility. 
Whatever addressing, find you are confronted by God's 
Word on matter. 

One way you can escape the discomfort of conviction is to avoid hearing 
God speak to you. You may neglect reading your Bible and stay away from 
places is taught. You avoid those whom you know will uphold 
the truths Scripture. The best response, however, to pray as the 
psalmist "Search me, and know my heart» (Ps. 139:23). Regularly 
allow Word of God to over you and find sin or impurity 
(Eph.5:26). 

~' 
"W 

TRUTH 

Always m~e connection between your life and what 
God is sa}'1ng to you through Word. Make a habit of 

~very word from God seriously, knOWing that it is 
able to your heart and 
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Trembling at 
God's Word 

"I will look favorably on this kind of person: 
one who is humble, submissive in spirit, 

and who trembles at My word." 
Isaiah 66:2 

Do you tremble when God speaks? When was the time you were 
physically affected by the reality almighty God just spoke directly to 
you? John lost all physical strength when God spoke to (Rev. 1:17); Paul 
fell to the ground when met on the road Damascus (Acts 9:4); 
Moses trembled when spoke to him (Acts 7:32); and Peter, when he 
realized who Jesus was, ({fell at Jesus' knees and said, (Go away from me, 
because I am a sinful man, Lord!' n (Luke 5:8). 

you your of awe that the Creator still chooses speak 
you, His creation? Do you approach the reading of your Bible with a holy 
expectation, listening for the life-changing words that God has for you that 
day? Scripture says that «the of the is the beginning of wisdom" 
(Prov.9:10). are you will and hear out of your fear and 

for God that you will not In other way. 

As you study your Bible, you sense God has 
something to say directly to you through the verses you are 
reading. Take a moment to consider the awesome reality that 
the God who spoke and created a universe is speaking 
to you. If Jesus could speak raise the dead, calm a storm, 

out demons, and heal the incurable, then what effect 
might a word from Him have upon your life? The possibilities should cause 
you to tremble! The time you open God's Word, do so with a sense of 

TRUTH 

holy expectation. 
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Prayer 
Discovers 

"Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He got ~p, went ~)ut, and 
made His way to a deserted place. And He was praymg there. 

Mark 1:35 

It was common knowledge among ¢e disciples that they would find Jesus 
praying during the early morning hours. When they needed Him, they knew 
to go to the place of prayer. When Judas betrayed Jesus, he led his cohorts to 
Jesus' place of prayer. 

Every time the Lord Jesus faced an important decision, He prayed. When 
He was being tempted to do things by the world's methods instead of the 
Father's, He prayed (Matt. 4). When it was time to choose His disciples, He 
prayed the entire night (Luke 6:12). If the Son of God required a night of 
prayer in order to determine the Father's mind, how long might it take us 
in prayer to clearly determine our Father's will? 

Because Jesus was so often surrounded by crowds, He knew He must find 
a quiet place so He could clearly hear His Father's voice. Jesus had many 
people seeking to influence the direction of His life. His disciples wanted 
Him to go where the crowds were (Mark 1:37). The crowds wanted to 
crown Him king (John 6:15). Satan tempted Him to make compromises in 
order to draw a following (Matt. 4:3, 6, 9). Jesus knew that His mission was 
not to attract a crowd but to remain obedient to His Father. 

Prayer set the agenda for Jesus' ministry (Luke 6:12). Prayer preceded the 
miracles He performed (John 11:42-43), and prayer brought Him 
encouragement at critical moments (Luke 9:28-31). Prayer enabled Him 
to go to the cross (Luke 22:41-42), and prayer kept Him there despite 

PRAYER 

excruciating pain (Luke 23:46). 

Follow the Savior's example, and let your time alone with God, 
in prayer, set the agenda for your life. 
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Spiritual 
Markers 

UThe Israelites did just as Joshua had commanded them. The 12 men took stones 
from the middle of the Jordan, one for each of the Israelite tribes, just as the 

LORD had told Joshua. They carried them to the camp and set them down there." 
Joshua 4:8 

Spiritual memory is crucial in the Christian life. Do you vividly recall times 
when you know God spoke to you? It would be tragic if, in your haste to 
advance in your Christian faith, you neglected to leave spiritual markers at 
the key crossroads of your Without the help of these markers, you will 
lose your spiritual bearings. 

The Israelites experienced a tumultuous pilgrimage. Their doubt that 
God was powerful enough to them victory cost them 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness. Then God miraculously parted the waters of 

Jordan so they could pass over and continue their conquest. God 
knew that at times the Israelites would intimidating enemies and would 
need a reminder that He was powerful enough to protect them. The 
Israelites might be tempted to think they made a mistake entering Canaan. 
For this reason God instructed them to build a monument on the banks of 
the Jordan Whenever they returned to this spot, they would see the 
monument and be reminded of God's awesome power. This marker would 
give them confidence to meet new challenges they faced. 

A spiritual marker identifies a time of decision when you clearly know 
that God guided you. Can you remember the m~ment you became a child 
of God? Were there specific times when He called you to His ways of living? 
Can you point to times when He dearly guided you a decision? Were 
there times when He spoke powerfully to you about a commitment you 

should make? 

CHALLENGE 

Keep track of these important moments! Regularly rehearse 
them and notice the steady progression the way God has led 
you. This will help you understand God's activity in your life 
and give you a sense of direction as you face future decisions. 
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DAY liz Small Group SESSION 5 

Reality! 
Crisis of Ii f 

God's invitation for you to work with Him always leads to a crisis .of belief 
that requires faith and action. Jesus was walking on the Sea of GalIlee when 
He commanded Peter to join Him (Matt. 14:28-29). Peter had asked him 
to. Peter obviously believed Jesus could do the impossible. Peter apparently 
believed Jesus could rescue him. What Peter doubted was that Je~us could 
do the impossible through him. God is always able to accomplish through 
us anything He invites us to do. 

Read "Walking on the Water:' Matthew 14:18-29. 

COMMUNITY 

What has God ever invited 
you to do that became a 
fear factor or eliminated 
your comfort zone? 

•....••.••••.•...................... 
• • 

:' WALKING ON THE WATER • 
• . 
~ "'Lord, if it's You,' 
: Peter answered Him, 
: 'command me to come to You : 
: on the water: 'Come!' He said." : 
~ Matthew 14:28·29 : • • • • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Show the session 5 Reality DVD segment at this point. 

A MATTER OF OBEDIENCE 
When God speaks, what you do next will indicate what you believe about 
God. That's where the crisis of belief comes in. It's what you believe about 
God that is always put on the line. 

Do you want God to speak to you? Throughout the Bible, nearly all the 
times that God spoke, it created a whole new sense of response to God 
because God wants to take His followers to ever increasing levels of 
knowing Him. The only way you can know Him is by experiencing Him. 
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Aman 
for anybody 

to Jesus and asked to heal his son. told him that 
has faith in Him nothing would be impossible . 

Read Matthew 17:14-20. 
Which to believe 
that God do anything 
or that through you God can 

TRUTH do anything? Why is so? 

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? 
In Matthew 20:29-32, we find Jesus once 

the middle of a crowd: 
('As they were leaving a large 

crowd followed Him. There two blind 
men sitting by the road. When they heard 
that Jesus was passing by> they cried out, 
'Lord, have on us, Son of 
crowd told them to keep quiet, they they 

out all the more, have mercy 
on Son of David!' 

stopped, called 
'What do you want Me to do you?»> 

Now there's a question. Two men trying 
to get Jesus' and suddenly 
focuses on them. «What do you want Me 
to you?» 

you were face-to-face with Jesus, and 
asked you this question) what would you say? 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 

:" "When they \ 
: reached the crowd, a man : 
: approached and knelt : 
: down before Him. 'Lord,' : 
: he said, ~have mercy on my : 
: son, because he has 
: seizures and suffers 
: severely. He often 
: faUs into the fire and often : 
: into the water. I brought : 
: him to Your disciples, but : 
: theX couldn't heal him.' : 
: t Jesus replied, 'You : 
: unbelieving and rebellious : 
: generation I How long will : 
: I be with you? How long : 
: must I put up with you? : 
: Bring him here to Me.' : 
: Then Jesus rebuked the : 
: demon, and it came out of : 
: him, and from the moment : 
: the boy was hea led. : 
: IIThen the disciples : 
: approached Jesus privately : 
: and said, 'Why couldn't we : 
: drive it OUt?1 : .. 
: II 'Because of your little : 
: faith,' He told them. 'For : 
: I assure you: If you have : 
: faith the size of a mustard : . 
: you will tell this : 
: mountain, " Move from ! 
: here to there," and it will : .. 
: move. Nothing will be : 
: impossible for you,' II ~ 
~ Matthew 17:14-20 : .. . . ~ .. , ....•.......•.••.••.........• 
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Whatever you say indicates what you GO,d. When God 
speaks, it always relationship to God. It doesn t develop 
relationship to God, though may have that ultimate effect, but at that 
moment your relationship to 

Thaes today. I come across a number of people whom God is calling 
into ministry or into a mission assignment, and it's huge. begins to 

to a church His vision their mission and ministry, and they 
immediately look to hank acco unt to whether they've got enough 
in the bank account, then some would say, "There's no way we do 
this." My answer to them would be, "God doesn't intend for you to do it; 
He intends for you to let Him do it:' 

Would you step out by faith and God do it? Some say, "We don't have 
the money hand, so we won't »Then I say, "Then thafs the way 

going to function, you'll never experience God." 

Read Matthew 7:9-1 L The 
Father gives good gifts 
to children will not ask 

..... , ............................ . 
/' "'What man among ... 

them to do a job not 
LOVE help them do it. 

Recall a time you have stepped out in 
that He wanted you to do 

something impossible for Him. did 
your faith change as a result that 
experience? 

: you, if his son asks him for 
; bread, will give him a 
: stone? Or if he for • 
: a fish, will give him a 
: stone 7 If you then, who are " 
~ evil, know how to give good ~ 
: gifts to your children, how : 
: much more will your Father in : 
~ heaven give good things : 
: to those who ask Himf' " : • 
~ Matthew 7:9-11 : • • 
~. ~ ................•..•. , .......... . 

going to ask you to with Him in dimensl'ons th t . . ' . a requIre more 
faIth and actIvIty than you have ever used before. Othe' 'll 

, J: 'th' H' rwIse, you 
grow In lal In 1m. only way you can grow you J: 'th' H' . 

th 
. . r lat In 1m IS 

accept e whIch IS always greater than the . preVIOUS one. 
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Don't ever feel that you'll get to the where you)ll never scared 
half to death. If you're faithful in a little, He's going to give you And 
if you're faithful in that, He'll give you more. It be open-ended, and 
every time you come back to God, gives you a dimension of trust that 
is beyond the point of your trusting. 

You say, "Lord, I trusted you the last time, and You came through, but 
oh my, this one! Ies beyond anything." 

He says, that's the way I grow you. I always you just beyond 
where you last trusted Me," 

There's never a time when He)s not just putting the task just out of reach 
to what you will do next. Thafs the fifth when God speaks, it 

a crisis of belief that faith and action. in love God 
wants you know Him. You only know Him as you trust Him and obey 
Him and He what He says He will do. 

LOVE 

Read James Can you have 
faith without action? Why or 
why not? 

How does the call for action create the crisis? 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

/ '''What good is it, -. 
: brothers, if someone 
~ says he has faith, 
: but does not have 
: works?" 
~ mes 2:14 : • • • • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

How 
the 

utter dependence on God through faith attempting to do 
confirm His love for you? 

P 1 t ' ally affirmed the believer attempting hear God speak au con lnu . . 
d b H kn W well the crisis faith that such obedIence requIres. an to 0 ey. e e 

Read some of his encouraging words from the Book of Romans: 
"If God is for us, who is against us?" (8:31). 
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"Who can separate us from the love of Christ? ... For I am persuaded 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
thing will have the power to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord!" (8:35,38-39). 

Recall additional Scripture verses that have been reassuring to 
you in a time of faith crisis. List them here. 

KNOWLEDGE 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
Father, you have so much that you want to do in our lives, personally, in our 
families, and through our churches. We often reduce things down to what we 
can do for You. Open our eyes and our ears to You and to Your voice and help 
us to understand that it is not what You want 
us to do for You but what You want to do 
in us and through us. May You have more 
of Your children who are ready to let You 
do what only You can do, but do it through 
us so that we and others can experience 
You more deeply. 1 ask it in your name. 
Amen. 

PRAYER 

to God. 

After you read Henry 
Blackaby's prayer for you and 
the benediction at the end of 
the Book of Hebrews, write 
your own prayer response 
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{ "Now may the God of '. 
: peace, who brought up 
: from the dead our lord 
~ Jesus-the great Shepherd • 
: the sheep-with the blood of : 
: the everlasting covenant, : 
: equip you with all that is : 
~ good to do His will. working ; 
: in us what is pleasing in His : 
: sight, through Jesus Christ, to : 
: whom be glory forever and : 
: ever. Amen." : 
~ Hebrews 13:20-21 : . . • • '. . ......••••••...••..•...••..•...•• 
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Deny 
Yourself 

"Then Jesus said to His disciples, lif anyone wants to come with Me, 
he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.' " 

Matthew 16:24 

Sin causes us to be self-centered, shifting our hearts from God to self. 
The of salvation an about-face from self-centeredness God-
centeredness. The Christian spend a denying self. OUf 

temptation will be to affirm ourselves while we follow Jesus. James and 
John did this they chose to Jesus but asked for the two most 
prominent positions in Jesus' kingdom (Mark 10:35-37). and John 
wanted a discipleship that would not impede their personal desires and 
aspirations. Like them, we "Lord, I want be pleasing to you, but 
I want to stay where I am:' 

Self-centered people try to . lives unruffled and undisturbed, 
safe and secure. Our temptation is to give our time to the goals 
of this world. when we are in the world's we seek 
bring God into our world by honoring Him with our We may say, 
"Now that I have succeeded in business [or sports, or politics, or with my 
family, or even Christian ministry], I want to give God the glory for it!" 
God is interested in receiving secondhand glory from activity. 
God receives glory from His activity through our lives. 

world will entice you to adopt its and to 

CHALLENGE 

in things. the temptation to pursue your own 
goals, asking God to bless them. Rather, deny yourself and 
join the of God as reveals it to you. 
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Take Up 
Your Cross 

«Then Jesu: said to 1-!is disciples, 'If anyone wants to come with Me, 
let htm deny htmself, take up his cross, and follow Me.'" 

Matthew 16:24 

Your ~cross" i~ GO.d's will for you, regardless of the cost. Taking up your 
cross IS a chOIce; l~ .n~t_ b~ond your control. You may have health 
problems or a rebellious child or financial but do not mistake 
these as your "cross to bear:' Neither circumstances you face nor 
consequences of your own actions are your cross. Your cross will 
be -~:!!Y participate in Christ's s~fferings a~~iI~-~~rries out His 
redemptive purposes (1;?hil. .10). Paul said he rejoiced in his sufferings 
because he knew that by them he was able to participate in the suffering 
required to bring others into Christian maturity (<;:~l. 1:24), 

We tend to want to immediately from "denying ourselves" to 
"following Jesus." But you can never follow Jesus unless you have taken 
up your cross. There are aspects of God's redemptive work that can be 
accomplished only through suffering. J11st C~ris! had_~s3:Lffer in o~~ 
b!ing ~~vation) you may have to endure hardships in order fo.~ God to ~ing 
salvation to those around you. Jesus did not talk with disclplesaoout 

cross until they had come to know He was Christ (Matt. 16:21). You 
will never be able to-endure the suffering of the cross unless you have first 
been convinced that Jesus is the Christ. On~~ve setded ¥Our 

with Christ, He will introduce to your cross. e There no Christianity without a cross: If you ar~ waiting for 
~ a relationship with God that never reqUIres suffermg or 

/' inconvenience, then you cannot Christ as your model. 
V God's will you involves a cross. First, take up your cross, 

KNOWLEDGE then you can follow Him. 
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Go! 

<"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.'" 

Matthew 28: 19 

Our Master commands us to go. We need permission to stay! The gospel is 
the account of Jesus' leaving His Father's right hand to go to Calvary. Jesus 
instructed those who wanted to be His disciples to leave their homes and 
their comforts and follow Him. Some insisted that they could not go yet 
because they still had to care for elderly parents (Luke 9:59-60). Others 
wanted to make sure everything was in order first (Luke 9:61-62). Still 
others expressed willingness to follow but wanted to know the details of 
what they would be doing (Luke 9:57-58). Jesus never excused those who 
struggled to follow Him. He made dear that to follow Him meant that He 
set the direction and they were to follow. 

We can convince ourselves that Jesus does not really want us to adjust our 
lives, pointing to the success we are enjoying right where we are. Yet Jesus 
often told His disciples to go elsewhere in spite of the success they were 
experiencing. Peter had just pulled in the greatest catch of fish of his entire 
career when Jesus invited him to leave everything (Luke 5:1-11). Philip was 
enjoying astounding success as an evangelist when the Holy Spirit instructed 
him to go to the desert (Acts 8:25-40). Success where we are can be our 
greatest hindrance to going where Jesus wants us to be. 

CHALLENGE 

If you become too comfortable where you are, you may resist 
Christ's invitation to go elsewhere. Don't assume that God 
does not want you to go in service to Him. He may lead you 
across the street to share the gospel with your neighbor or to 
the other side of the world. Wherever He leads, be prepared 
to go. 
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Power Not 
Fear 

"For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, 
but one of power, love, and sound judgment." 

2 Timothy 1:7 

The only fear that God encourages in a Christian's life is of God 
(2 Cor. 10-11; Heb. 10:31). Fear of people does not come from God. The 
problem is that many Christians people more than they fear God. Their 

hinders them from pleasing God because they waste efforts 
appeasing other people. 

Timothy was a young man, timid by nature, and probably not strong 
physically (1 Tim. 5:23). He knew of Paul's frequent trials and persecutions. 

knew that he, too, might suffer those same persecutions. Paul reminded 
his young colleague that of others does not come from God. 

causes to stop and question what God has clearly told us to do. 
Perhaps we were confident in our obedience until persecution now 
we doubt whether we heard God correctly. Most fear fear the unknown. 
We do not know what lies ahead of us, so become apprehensive. Our 
imaginations can magnify problems until they seem insurmountable, We 
need a sound mind to see things in proper perspective. That is why God 
gave us His Holy Spirit, to enable us to things as God sees 

no excuse to disobey God. There is no reason to live 
in when you have the mighty of Holy Spirit 
within you. Fear will you, but Christ has come to set 
you free. Ask God you from any fear you are . 

PRAYER experiencing and to open your eyes. As He reveals the realIty 
of your situation, He will enable you to continue in obedience. 
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Seeing the 
Multitudes 

{(When the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and after sat 
down, His disciples came Him. Then He began to teach them." 

Matthew 5:1 

Christ people differently than we do. Throughout the Gospels we 
a in the way Jesus taught disciples. Whenever He saw the 

multitudes, Jesus would reveal to the disciples what was on His heart for 
the people. wanted His disciples share His love for people. The 
disciples did not always understand all He was them~ but He assured 
them that later the Holy Spirit would reveal the significance of His words 
(John 14:25-26). When the multitudes began pressing in on Jesus 
would alone with His disciples and teach them about God's love. 

You will experience this same pattern as you walk with Jesus. When God 
places you in a crowd) you may sense the Holy Spirit impressing upon you 
the heart and mind of God for those people. Perhaps your Lord will lead 
you a solitary place where He shares with you His compassion for the 
people you with. He may reveal to you His will for people and 
invite you to join Him in redemptive activity. He may place a burden on 
your heart to pray them. you are among people and are unmoved by 
their spiritual condition, God may develop your love for them so you 
are prepared to minister to them as He desires. 

TRUTH 

The next time you are in a crowd, listen to what the Holy 
Spirit is saying. You may discover that God has much on His 

for those people and that He is waiting for of 
disciples to respond to His prompting. 
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Be 
Reconciled 

'''Leave y~ur gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 
wtth your brother, and then come and offer your gift,'" 

Matthew 5:24 

is useless to gi:e offerings to God while you are at enmity with your 
brother. Jes~s saId. followers should be reconciled with anyone who 
has somethmg against them. The world reconciliation on limited 
terms. Christians are to be reconciled, whatever takes. 

You ((But you don't know how deeply he hurt me! Irs unreasonable 
to ask me to restore our relationship.» Or, «I tried but would not be 
appeased." Jesus did include an exception clause for our reconciliation. 
If the person is enemy, Jesus said to love him (Matt. . If he 
persecutes you, you to pray for him (v. 44). If she publicly humiliates 
you, you are not to retaliate (v. 39). If someone takes advantage you, you 
are to even more than he asks (v. 41). 

world preaches, ('Assert yourself' Jesus taught, "Deny yourself' The 
world warns that you will be constantly exploited. Jesus' was not 
that His disciples be fairly but that they show unconditional love to 
others regardless how they were treated. Men upon Jesus and nailed 
Him to a cross. response was model: "Father, forgive them, because 
they do not know what they are doing" 23:34). 

If there ever was a command that is constantly disobeyed, it is 
this mandate to reconciled. We comfort with the 
thought, knows that I tried to make things right, but my 
enemy refused.») God's word does not say, to be 

LOVE reconciled," but, «Be reconciled." Is someone with whom 
you need to make peace? Then do what God tells you to do. 
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f 

DAY "¢; Small Group SESSION 6 

e Ii 
just 

! Major 
ents 

Why does God ask us to do things we're not already able to do? Because He 
wants to reveal Himself.-not only to you but also to those around you. You 
must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. 
This sixth truth about experiencing God also reminds us that in order to 
know what God wants us to do, we must know God. 

Show the session 6 Reality 
DVD segment at this point. 

YOUR ADJUSTMENTS 

: Have you ever thanked God 
~ for enabling you to do something 
: beyond your own power or ability? 
~ Write a thank-you prayer here. 

• • • • • • • • · . • • • • · . • • • • • • · . · . · . · . • • 
For you to become aggressively : : 
acquainted with God, He's got to ~ : 
make Himself known to you in : ; 
ever-increasing dimensions. If all ~ : 
He ever did was let you work by : ~ 
your abilities, you'd never know ~ : 
His. He wants people to see what : : 

• 
He can do in a life that yields itself : : · : to the Lord, so if God's going to : : 
make Himself real to you, He's got ~ : 
to ask you to do some things that *. -.•. ,. •••.•• ,. .. " •.....•..••..•. ,. ..... " .....•. ,. ••. 
you alone cannot do, but you will 
come to know Him as He makes Himself known through you. 
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ADJUSTMENTS AT HOME 
As God on you to adjust your life to purposes, you must also 
on your family to adjust. From the time created Eve and instituted 
family when God made and wife, He made them one in 
flesh spirit: "The man said: 'This one, at last, is bone of my bone, and 
flesh of my flesh; this one will be woman, for she was from 
man.' This is why a man leaves father 
and mother and bonds with his wife, 

................................... 
• 0 .. .. .. 

" . 
they become one flesh." If so, 

and it is, then you better wait on your 
or your husband to go with you. 

How long should we wait? wait as 
long as it for God to make Himself 
knowntothat~~···~·~? 

It's natural to moment 

.. .. . . 
: you: 
: or ignored : 
: what you wanted : 
: do to defer 
: lOVE to your 
: spouse or another family 
: member? How did you feel? 
• 

God speaks, He's trying to tell us to do .. 
something immediately. Often) however. ~ : 
what God is is alerting us to what : : .. .. 
He's about to do. He's inviting us to : : 
begin of bringing everything ~ ; 

in adjustments include : : 
your family. You may have begun ~ ; 

your spouse) children, or : 
parents also see and sense what God has : 

" .; ........ ,i ... .an you to do. We may: : 
says, "Don't just stand .............. ""\ : : .. 

something,» while God is saying, (Don't : ~ 

just do something, stand make .. : 
adjustments." Whatever takes, . : ; 
.......... " .... your family with you. God can do : . : .. 

six months what we couldn't do in six : : .. .. 
.... A ........ '" Even though we feel impatient, we : : . : 
have to make those adjustments.~.. : . .. ......•....•••........••......•.....•. 
ADJUSTMENTS AROUND YOU 
How can your small group, godly or your circle of friends, walk 
through these realities and obey God? 

First, pray. Ask God to make real that you have come to 
know and about Him. Remember that is God and you not; trust 
Him. begin to share your testimony with those close to you. 
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PRAYER 

Among your friends, neighbors, relatives, or fellow ~h~rch . 
who is struggling to know and obey God s directIon 

for their lives. Write a prayer for that person 

If these same friends asked you for help, what testimony 
could you give? Write it here. 

CHALLENGE 

I always am convinced that if God does something me and I faithfully 
bear testimony to others, got to count on God causing the others' hearts 
to understand. You may ask, "How I get them to understand and 
respond?" Simply witness and then let God convince them. 

we try to play Holy Spirit, we will get into trouble) but if we possess a 
real, transparent with God by applying basic to our 
life, people will begin to see the change in our life and say, "What happened 
to you?" Then with a great deal of joy) you can say, went through some 
material that led through Scripture and was a resource to me move 
into a real with God.») And then they may "Tell me about it:' 
Your response, or testimony, can work 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
leaven. • • : THE KINGDOM AS <t. 

TRUTH 

Read Luke 13:20-21. How 
is the kingdom like yeast? 
What makes it spread? 
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: YEAST : 
: '''What can I compare 
: the kingdom of God .-
~ to? It's !ike yeast that a 
: woman took and mixed into : 
: pounds of flour until it : 
: spread through the entire : 
: mixture,'" : .. 
~. luke 13:20-21 .! . .. a. .. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



Jesus said that His kingdom is like leaven or yeast. We want the kingdom 
of God to be like an explosion or an event. God says, {(My kingdom is like 
leaven. If My presence is evident, then I Myself will make sure that all the 
others feel the impacC' 

ADJUSTMENTS AT CHURCH 
When God puts you into a group of people, it is not just an organization. 
If we were to say, here is the church as the body of Christ, Christ is the head. 
And then He makes up the body and He puts you in the body just as it 
pleases Him. 

God has an assignment in mind for each church.So, God puts members 
in the body as it pleases 

You may this church:' No, if you did, you better back up and 
let God choose where He wants to put you. When He adds you to a 
particular body, it's His choice. 

Read John 6:44 and John 
15: 16. What feelings do you 
have, knowing that you 
personally were chosen by 

LOVE God? What responsibilities 
come with being chose? 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• II No one can come to ..... 
: Me unless the Father who .. 
: sent Me draws him." 
: John 6:44 .. .. .. 
: Illyou did not choose Me, 
: but I chose you," 
~ John 15:16 

• 6 ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• • 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Many Christians get in the middle of the body and start to function when 
they suddenly sense that maybe they need to move to another church. They 
may think: I'm not getting anything out of this church. Or, There are too much 
problems. Let me back up and say, do you think God knew all about the 
condition of that church when He added you there? Could it be that 
knowing all the condition of that church, added you deliberately because 
your sensitivity to God was not present in the life of that church and that's 
why added you there. 

It's like a person who says, "God has given me a tremendous burden for 
prayer, but nobody in our church wants to pray. I think I'm going to go find 
a church that believes in prayer." If God gives you a tremendous burden for 
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prayer, you can expect He's going to put you in a church that doesn't have 
a burden for prayer. why He put you there-so that He can work 
through you to affect all the rest of the members and bring them to the 
point of a great concern for prayer. Don't put your life alongside the ones 
who have already reached the level and more of where you are. Let Him put 
you in a church that doesn't have that desire to encourage a prayer ministry) 
so that you can be the catalyst to affect all the rest of the body and bring 
it to health in the area of prayer or faith or missions. If you look into your 
church and find that it does not have the same heart you do, then 
understand God knew that when He added you there. 

EQUIPPED TO BE A BLESSING 
The Holy Spirit makes Himself known in many different ways. The Spirit 
of God is the equipping presence of God. He simply manifests Himself in 
different members and different ways. But 
when God's Spirit starts to let vou know··· .. · .. ••• .... · .............. -.......... -.o. 

I ... "And He personally \. 
that He has equipped you to be the hand, ~ gave some to be apostles, : 
then you'll know the reason He equipped : some prophets, some : 
you to be the hand was not for you, but : evangelists, some pastors and : 
so that the whole body can function : teachers, for the training of : 
properly. The mouth has a difficult time if : the saints in the work of • 
the hand not cooperating in the eating ~ ministry, to build up the 

Process. If the voice wants to speak, the : body of Christ, until we 
: all reach unity in the 

mouth has got to cooperate. God put the : faith and in the knowledge 
whole body together so that each : of God's Son, [growing] into 
member is mutually interdependent with : a mature man with a stature : 
one another. : measured by Christ's fullness. : 

I can never be complete apart from the \ Ephesians 4:11-13 ..: 
f . hih ........ ." rest 0 body mto w . c God has ..................................... .. 

placed me, the local congregation. Our assignment as believers is to help 
every member of the congregation the measure of the statu f the 
fullness of Christ. re 0 

How c~n believers help one another grow in Christlikeness? 

CHALLENGE 
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Necessary 
Adjustments 

CClf my head were water, my eyes a fountain of tears, I" 

I would weep day and night over the slatn of my dear people. 
Jeremiah 9:1 

God invited Jeremiah be a weeping prophet. His call came during 
turbulent, agonizing times as his society suffered from pervasive moral 
and spiritual decay. The nation of Judah had turned so far from God that 
it was soon to His judgment. was not a time for merrymaking 
but for weeping. God looked for someone He could mold into kind 
of prophet needed for such a bleak time. found Jeremiah. The cost to 
Jeremiah was intense; he sacrificed much of the freedom of his youth to be 
God)s He forfeited family and reputation. endured misunder-
standing, ridicule, and persecution. He was imprisoned and mocked by 
those to whom had come to warn God's impending judgment. 

Satan will try to convince you that obedience carries too high 
a price, but will never tell you the cost of not obeying God. If you are to 
be used in God's service, you must expect to make adjustments in your life. 
Can you measure the distance between the throne room of heaven and 
a cattle shed in Bethlehem? How far from the lordship of the universe 
to the cross? Don't be into thinking is no cost in obedience. 

What adju~tments is Go~ ~sking you to make? Will you face 
~e h~dshIps, an~ ~ppos1t~on that when you align your 
hfe wIth God s will. JeremIah had the deep satisfaction of 

CHALLENGE knowing he was a faithful and beloved servant of God. Your 
reward will be same when you choose to fully obey Christ, regardless 
of the 
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Compelled 
to Serve 

"Your people will volunteer 
on Your day of battle." 

Psalm 110:3 

One mark of revival, during which God comes to His people in power, is 
that God's people are compelled to offer their lives for His service. Many 
churches lack people who are willing to get involved in carrying out God's 
redemptive work. The mission fields are crying out for Christians to go and 
share the gospel with those who've never heard it. What we need is not 
more pleas for volunteers but an outpouring of the power of God. When 
God comes among His people in power, there is never a shortage of 
volunteers or resources for His work! 

When Christians today are asked what aspects of the Christian life are 
most important to them, missions is not usually ranked as a priority. This 
is because we have lost track of why God called us in the first place. We were 
not saved from our sin simply so that we would qualify for heaven. God 
delivered us so we would have a relationship with Him through which He 
could carry out His mission to redeem a lost world. 

Only the power of God can free us from our natural self-centeredness 
and reorient us toward the mission of God. There is no need to pray that 
God would come in power. That is the only way He ever comes. We need 
hearts that are so responsive to Him that He will choose to demonstrate 
His power through us. 

LOVE 

Is your heart so filled with love for God that you are watching 
for your first opportunity to say along with Isaiah, "Here am I. 
Send me!"? 
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No One Can 
Prevent You 

«Only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh " 
remained alive of those men who went to scout out the land. 

Numbers 14:38 

decisions and disobedience of others will not cancel God's will for you. 
Other people's actions will affect you, but no one can prevent what God 
wants to do in and through you. Joshua and Caleb trusted God and 
were forced to wander in a wilderness for 40 years because of the fear and 
disbelief of others. 

Have you ever felt that someone was thwarting God's will for you? 
Perhaps someone you getting a job or . a promotion. 
Perhaps the government would not approve your application, or 
a committee disagreed with your recommendation. Do you believe 
mere man stop God from accomplishing His purposes in your life? 

God did everything intended to do in the lives of Joshua and Caleb. 
primary assignment for them had not been to the promised land 

but rather to serve as godly leaders for their people. Joshua Caleb could 
not the people if they were the promised land by themselves while 
the people were still wandering in wilderness! God kept leaders 
in a position where they could a godly influence upon their nation, 
and, as a result, they became models of spiritual leadership for generations 
to come. 

Even so, God ultimately brought Caleb and Joshua into 
promised land just as had said. They had been delayed 
but not thwarted. assured of this: No one can hinder God 

TRUTH 

from carrying out plans for your life. Once God sets 
something in motion, no one can stop it (Isa. 46: 11). 
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We Live by 
Revelation 

((Without revelation people run wild, 
but one who keeps the law will be happy." 

Proverbs 29: 18 

The world operates on vision. God's people live by revelation. The world 
seeks grand and noble purposes and goals to achieve. People dream up the 
greatest and most satisfying things in which they can invest their lives. 
Institutions establish goals and objectives and then organize themselves to 
achieve them. God's people function in a radically different way. Christians 
arrange their lives based on the revelation of God, regardless of whether it 
makes sense to them. 

God does not ask for our opinion about what is best for our future, our 
family, our church, or our country. He already knows! What God wants is to 
get the attention of His people and to reveal to us what is on His heart and 
what is His will) for God's ways are not our ways! (Isa. 55:8-9). 

Whenever people do not base their 1ives on God's revelation, they ('cast 
off restraint." That is, they do what is right in their own They set their 
goals, arrange their agendas, and then pray for God's blessings. Some 
Christians are living far outside the will of God, yet they have the audacity 
to pray and ask God to bless their efforts! 

The only way for you to know God's will is for Him to reveal it 
to you. You will never discover it on your own. When you hear 
from the you have an immediate agenda for your life: 
obedience. As the writer of Proverbs observed: «Happy is he 

PRAYER who keeps the law." 
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God Is 
With You 

"The LORD of Hosts says this: 'In those days, 10 men from nations of every 
language will grab the robe of a Jewish man tightly, urging, 

Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you: " 
Zechariah 8:23 

God's desire is to fill His people with His Spirit so that others recognize 
His powerful presence in them. The presence of the Lord in a believer's life 
ought to be obvious. When the Spirit of Almighty God mls a believer, the 
believer cannot go on living as before. Others will see God. 

God told His people through the prophet Zechariah that His presence 
ought to make a difference in their lives. If God's people walked closely with 
Him, people from every language and every part of the world would hear 
that they were a people who knew God. People would come from every 
nation on earth to find the true God among His people. If the people saw 
a child of God, they would long to be with him or her because in so doing 
they would be with God. God gave the vivid picture of 10 people clinging 
to one believer, hoping to find God. 

Christ's presence ought to be so evident in your life that the people 
around you are drawn to you. They should want their children to be with 
your children because your children are being raised with a godly influence. 
Employers ought to want you in their workplace; people should seek you 
for their leader because they know you as someone of integrity before God. 

CHALLENGE 

Your life and your home ought to be a magnet for people as 
they sense God's presence with you and your family. The 
more you allow Christ to make His presence evident in your 
life, the more people will draw near you and find Him. 
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Small SESSION 7 

Reality! 
Knowing God 

The seventh truth from Experiencing God may seem simple on the surface. 
After all, you have recognized God at work around you and realized that 
He pursues a love relationship with you. You now understand that He 
invites you to join Him in His work; that God speaks to you; and when He 
does, you will encounter a crisis of belief as you choose how to respond. 

Choosing obedience will always require you to major adjustments 
in your life. However, that leads to the highest level and most demanding 
comprehension of reality. This is because you will come to know God by 
experience as you obey Him and He accomplishes His work through you. 
As a conduit for God's power, your service takes on eternal dimensions. 

THE COST OF OBEDIENCE 
If. If you had gone to a different school; studied a different 
subject; married a different person. Recall some decisions 

COMMUNITY that the course for your life. 

Show the session 7 Reality DVD segment at this point. 

"Rational disobedience» is one of the great deceptions of Satan. rve watched 
many people come to understanding of what God was saying, and all of 
a sudden, seemed like an enemy was standing around saying> "But it's 
going to be too costly. Think of your mother. Think of your children; they)lI 
have to go away to schaar' And on and on and on. But the enemy will never 
tell you what it will cost you not to obey. 

I have counseled with many people who didn't obey; Sometimes 
disobedience cost them their family. Sometimes it cost them peace of mind. 
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Some spent a lifetime of regret, knowing that when God ~alled t~em as 
teenagers they didn't obey. Disobedience also means loss In etermty. 

The Bible says that everyone will give an account to God for theIr dee~s, 
whether they are good or bad. One of the ways God may well momentarily 
judge us would be to let us see what could have been if we had only obeyed 
Him. But most of us could never stand the reality of that, and I think He 
would then blot out our memory. Now 
this is my own thinking, but there's 
nothing more painful than suddenly 
realizing the cost of not obeying. 

THE COST OF DISOBEDIENCE 
If God speaks to you and you disobey 
Him, more than likely history moves 
on, and that original call may not corne 
back again, but there is recovery. You 
can repent and return to God. God will 
take you from where you are, from 
where you used to be; you're not there 
any more. He will still use your life and 
use it mightily, and you will be excited 
about it. 

Sometimes we get halfway through 
the assignment, and then we disobey. 
Disobedience is serious with God. 
Moses' disobedience cost him the 
promised land. God forgave him, but 
because he disobeyed God and 
dishonored Him in front of all the 
people, God did not allow him into the 
promised land. 

David paid for his disobedience for 
the rest of his life. Many people today 
seem to believe that when God forgives 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

... A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE ".;. 
• • • • : . 
: Perhaps right : 
: now you would like : 
: to ask God to : • 
: fo ive you for 
: beying 
: PRAYER Him. Write 
: your prayer here. 
• • • • · • • · · • • • • · · • · • • • • · • • • • • • · • · · • • • • • · • · • · · • • • • • • · • · • 

• • • • • , 
• • • • · • • • • , 
• • • • · · • • • • • • • · · · · · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · . • • • • , . 

• • • • , . 
• • " . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

He removes all the consequences. That's not true; biblically it's not true. 
God forgives but often leaves the consequences of our disobedience to 
remind us and others that disobeying God is a serious matter. 

God does give us a reassignment after we disobey and turn back to Him 
from our disobedience. The new assignment will be more than we deserve 
and H.e will. redirect us and retur~ u.s. but we need to be prepared that ' 
sometImes m the process of reclaIrnmg us, there is a price to pay. 
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SECOND CHANCES 
When I am asked about second chances to obey God, the first person who 
comes to mind is He made such promises to God and such 
affirmations of his devotion to the Jesus, and he blew it. He blew it 
bad. He not only forsook God in human form, but he cursed Him. 1 
suppose literarily hundreds of thousands have been encouraged by how 
Jesus dealt with Peter. 

Jesus came to Peter after the resurrection. We probably would have said, 
"Confess your sin;' But Jesus said, «I want you to confess your life." Jesus 
knew that Peter could say, "I love you with all of my heart" that Jesus had 
all was of Peter. Then Jesus said, "Peter, it's OK. You're going to be 
migh tily used of God." 
~ Read John 21:1 How did Jesus relate to Peter? If Jesus had 
l~; treated Peter differently, do you think Peter's future might 
~ have been different? From Jesus' response to Peter) what can 

we learn about how to treat people who have disobey God? 

TRUTH 

Jesus deliberately gives second 
chances to those He loves. Throughout 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(e "When they had eaten '\~ 
: breakfast, Jesus asked Simon : 
: Peter, 'Simon, son of John, 
; do you love Me more 
: than these?' 
! II 'Yes, Lord,' he said to Him, .. 
: 'You know that I love You,'" : . .. 
! John 21 : 1 5 : .. .. .. .. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• & 

the Bible God redeems people who disobeyed. brought them back and 
gave them another opportunity. He does the same for us today. 

THE JESUS WAY 
Jesus always obeyed, and through Him God accomplished great things. I 
asked a group if they wanted to learn obedience the way Jesus did: ((Have 
there ever been times when God has guided you and you had difficulty 
obeying? Do you want to learn obedience the way Jesus did?" They all put 
up their hands. I said, "Then turn to Hebrews 5. He learned obedience by 
what suffered." There was a cost in obedience, but He learned the 
incredible dimensions of obedience. Out of reverent submission and 
obedience no matter what it costs, God had in the Lord Jesus a perfect 
person through whom He could accomplish His will-an instrument 
through which He could save a world. 

Rlw..rrYI KNOWING Goo I 79 



e Read Hebrews 5:7 -J O. W" 
if.\ obedience easy or difficult 

/~ for Jesus? How does His 
V obedience set an example 
KNOWLEDGE for us today? 

....•...•.•...•.............••.... 
/ "During His earthly • 
: life He offered prayers 
~ and appeals, with loud 
: cries and tears, to the One : 
~ who was able to save Him : 
: from death, and He was : 
~ heard because of His : 
: reverence. Though a Son, He : 
: learned obedience through ~ 
: what He suffered. After He : 
~ was perfected, He became the ~ 
: source of eternal salvation to : 
: all who obey Him." : 
~ Hebrews 5:7-10 .: 
• • . . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Because of Jesus' reverent submission and obedience, He was the perfect 
instrument through whom the Father could save the world. God is still 
looking for individuals and families and churches who will let God 
rearrange their lives in such a way that through them God will save a 
nation, a community, a high school, a college campus, a low-rent housing 
area, or a country. Oh, that He would find it in your life or mine. 

MY LIFE PURPOSE 
God is looking for people who know that they are loved by God, know that 
God is inviting them to let Him rearrange their lives so that God can put 
them in the middle of His activity. Those God uses have faced the decision 
at the heart of their lives: Will I surrender my life to Him? Will I release my 
will to His? Will I let God guide me unconditionally on His terms? Will I let 
God have my life as an instrument in His hands to accomplish what's on 
His heart? Once you can say yes to those questions and do the next thing 
He tells you to do, you'll soon be in the midst of the mighty sweeping 
movement of God. It doesn't take many, but it does take some. 

Now the question is, will you let God bring you to the deepest experience 
with Him you've ever known? 

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH 
I have described obedience as the moment of truth. After God has made 
Himself known, you've made the adjustments, you know the invitation, the 
experiencing of God always waits on that moment of obedience. 
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The children of Israel knew what they were supposed to do to the 
River Jordan, but the rivers didn't part until they put their feet in the river. 
Then the river parted. Moses could not have experienced God doing mighty 
works in Egypt until he all the adjustments and began to obey. 

In the Hebrew mind~set, you cannot say you know God until you have 
experienced The Greek mind-set says you know God just by thinking 
about Him correctly. We are more in the Greek, and we need to in the 
Hebrew. You can't say you know God simply because you know about Him; 
you have to obey Him to experience 

I believe God revealed Himself the 1 Am because it's an open-
ended sentence. He says, «1 Am whatever you're willing to obey. rm going to 
give you some direction, and if you that I am your provider, then 
when you have a need, calion Me and I will provide. I am your banner 
when an enemy comes against you; if you let 
Me) rll show you how I can be your ............... <Ie .......................... . 

defender. Then you'll know that I Am}' In .... OBEYING"" · . the Old Testament~ whenever they came : GOD: 
to experience God doing something : : 
significant, they said, «We now know God : CHALLENGE If you, want to ~ 
is the I Am who heals waters or: experience· 

: God and follow Him in 
provides the sacrifice for Abraham or : obedience, write and 
defeats the Amalekites. He is our banner." : sign a commitment to 

When you step out and trust solely : Him here. 
God, God then comes and does exactly : 

what He says He would do. Obedience in : .. 
the life of Christian is the key to : 
experiencing God. : 

• • • • 
KNOWING AND OBEYING GOD : 
You usually know you have obeyed Him 
fully you see God accomplish 
through your life what He indicated to 
you in the first place. Sometimes He 
doesn't let you know the full implication 
of it, but you know you've obeyed 
because God continues to affirm and 
continues to bless and you continue 

lives changed and helped. Stay in that 
direction, thanking God for letting you 
be a part of what He's about. 

• .. 
• • .. 
• .. .. · • · • • • • • • .. 
• • • • • • · · · .. .. 
• • .. 
4> 

• .. 
• • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.. 
• • • • · .. .. 
• • .. .. 
• • 
" • • • .. · " • • • .. 
• • • • • • .. · • • • • • · · .. 
• .. 
• • · .. 
• • • • • • • • · .. 
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Sermon Notes I Real ! Knowing God 

Scripture Text 

Main Points 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Meaningful Illustrations 

Personal Application 
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How to Become a Christial1 

Some people think a personal relationship with God is something they 
could never have. Actually, God's desire to save you and show you how 
much He you makes this relationship available to you. Here it is, 
explained in three steps. 

Admit 
Admit to God that you are a sinner. This is the first step in turning from sin 
and turning toward God. Each of us has a problem the Bible calls sin. Sin is 
a refusal to acknowledge God's authority over our lives. Everyone who does 
not live a life of obedience to Lord is guilty of sin. "For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). Since none of us is 
perfect, all of us are sinners (Rom. 3:10-18), Because, by God's perfect 
standard, is guilty, we are all subject to eternal punishment for sin 
(Rom. 6:23). Everyone needs be saved, or rescued, because sin condemns 
everyone. Admit that you are a sinner and need God's help. 

Believe 
Believe in Jesus Christ as God's Son receive Jesus' gift of forgiveness 
from sin. God loves each of us. God offers us salvation. Although we have 
done nothing to deserve His love and salvation. God wants to save us. In 
the death of Jesus on the cross, God provided salvation for all who would 
repent, or turn, from their sills and believe and follow Jesus. « (For God loved 
the world in this way: He gave One and Only Son, so that everyone 
who believes ill Him will not perish but have eternal life' )) (John 3:16). 

Confess 
Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This means when you 
have Jesus Christ into your life) tell others about it. Tell your pastor 
or a Christian friend about your decision. Follow Chrisfs example and ask 
for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public statement of 
your faith. "If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord: and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. With the 
heart one believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth one 
confesses, resulting in salvation» (Rom. 10:9-10). 
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Ideas for Leading 
Small- roup Sessions 

SESSION CHARACTERISTICS 
Small-group sessions in this 40 Day Experience are designed with these 
characteristics: 

Open to anyone who wants to participate. Questions and content 
assume that both Christians and seekers, church members and potential 
members, will participate together in these sessions. 

Insight driven. Many Bible study groups are content driven: participants 
learn from reading and hearing a teacher-leader. In A 40 Day Experience 
resource, by contrast, the sessions are insight driven. That means insights 
about the Scriptures, applications, and questions are valued from all 
participants and should be encouraged. Everyone has the same handbook 
with icons that point out whether the interactive parts can be expected to 
help members know each other, apply biblical truths to life, understand 
Scriptures and their background, or invite them to pray. Participants in the 
group learn from one another in the small groups sessions, often bringing 
additional insights from the daily devotionals. 

Designed so the leader can be a member of the group, and any group 
member can be the leader. Because the small-group process in this resource 
does not depend on someone to prepare and share information, less 
advance preparation is needed. The leader is a guide and facilitator. 

The Leader's Role 
1. To get to know members of the small group--Trust and closeness tend 

to build in the small group throughout the 40 days. The leader's knowing 
and being sensitive to group members will ensure that everyone in the 
session can be comfortable. If your group members don't know each 
other well and a particular question might cause awkwardness, encourage 
members to write their responses. Then call for volunteers to respond aloud. 

2. To encourage everyone to participate-The quietest member may have 
the deepest insights but share them only with encouragement, or when 
everyone else has spoken. On the other hand, if some members tend to 
dominate the sessions, the leader may need to interrupt politely and say, 
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«Thanks for adding to the discussion. I want to be sure we get to hear 
from some of the others who might be ready to contribute." 

3. To be comfortable with silence-Allow participants time to think. 
Encourage others to speak. The leader's responsibility is not to step in 
and share insights or content as much as it is to create a comfortable 
environment for all to participate. 

4. To affirm allieamers-Because the content is insight driven, all members 
should be affirmed when they respond. When members do not a 
passage of Scripture the same way or have not had the same experience, 
they can learn from one another. 

5. To prepare by reading the session and devotionals, and watching the 
DVD-The leader should go over the materials before the session. Be 
sensitive to what God might do the group. Don't lecture. Pray for 
the Holy Spirifs leadership in group. 

6. To plan the flow of the session so that all parts are covered-Each 
session has multiple parts) beginning with material that introduces the 
topic and helps participants begin to interact. A corresponding Reality 
DVD segment (found in the Reality, 7 Truths from Experiencing God 
Leader Kit), featuring Henry Blackaby, provides 1 15 minutes of 
focused teaching on the topic to help facilitators lead and enrich group 
discussion. Have a time frame for moving the group through the session. 

Beginning 
A brief introduction frames the topic of each session. Invite someone in 
the group to read it aloud, or invite participants to read silently down to 
the first activity icon and then do the activity. Continue this pattern through 
the of the session. 

The Icons 
The diamond indicates the suggested time to a 12-15 
minute DVD segment from the Reality Leader Kit. The author 

... introduces each session topic to the group.The purpose of the 
DVD segments are to help facilitators lead the group and to 
direct and enrich group discussions in the sessions. 

Community uses questions to help group members learn 
about one another. These are intended to break the ice) 

COMMUNITY engage people, and encourage them to interact. 
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TRUTH 

CHALLENGE 

LOVE 

PRAYER 

~ ., 
KNOWLEDGE 

Truth denotes activities that guide group members to 
examine Bible passages. Participants should be encouraged 
to apply Scriptures to their lives and share their insights on 
Scripture. Although people with knowledge of the Bible are 
helpful resources, each person's thoughts are important. 

Challenge icons are there to challenge group members 
to apply specific Bible verses to their lives and take action. 
Hopefully, insights brought up in the group will lead to 
boldness and risk in group members living out God's 
commands and instructions. 

Love suggest ways for group members to show Christ-like 
love and concern for one another and for people outside 
their small group. It also will help participants reflect on 
God's love for them and their love for God. 

Prayer is the sign that directs participants to pray about 
needs revealed during a session or devotional. Group 
members will be encouraged to talk with God about 
things that come up in the study and in their lives. 

Knowledge signals ways to help group members think 
about and understand the meaning of Scriptures during 
the session and in the devotionals. 

The Sermon Notes Pages 
Each small-group session is followed by a sermon notes page. Because pastors 
are encouraged to preach on the session topics, these pages become tools to 
help capture the content and insights from God through the pastor's message. 
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